
T E C H N I C A L  R I V E R  R E S T O R AT I O N 

W O R K S H O P
Friday, November 13, 2015
9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Oakland Community Center

Regional and state experts will present compelling, science-based information about natural river 
restoration practices for professionals assisting landowners and/or designing bank stabilization projects, 
such as IDALS, NRCS, and SWCD field and engineering staff, county conservation board staff, county 
engineers, and consultants.  However, the workshop is open to anyone interested in participating. 

Natural river restoration practices can be an affordable and practical solution for addressing streambank 
erosion issues across Iowa. Eroding streambanks can mean the loss of crop buffer areas, productive 
farmland, and local infrastructure, as well as a major contributor of sediment and nutrients to our water. 
Standard engineering practices for keeping streambanks in place often call for extensive armoring using 
riprap revetments or other expensive materials. However, understanding river dynamics can lead to much 
more cost-effective, fish and wildlife friendly redirective techniques, which will also look more natural.

Registration:  Cost is $25 to participate (lunch is included and provided by the Iowa Corn Growers 
Association).  Please RSVP to Jenn Dreier, jdreier@iowarivers.org. There is limited space for this workshop, 
so advanced registration is recommended. 

Streambank stabilization on the West Nishnabotna River, Mills County.  Pre-stabilization, the bank was eroding laterally up to 60-feet per year. 
The bank was stabilized using broken concrete bendway weirs.  Photos courtesy of John Thomas.

BEFORE

AFTER	

Roz Lehman, Executive Director 
Iowa Rivers Revival, P.O. Box 72, Des Moines, Iowa 50301
Phone: (515) 724-4093     Email: rlehman@iowarivers.org

www.iowarivers.org

John Thomas, Project Director
Hungry Canyons Alliance, P.O. Box 189, Oakland, IA 51560
Phone: (712) 482-3029       Email: john@goldenhillsrcd.org

http://goldenhillsrcd.org/hungrycanyons/index1.html



	 9:00 – 9:30		  Registration

	 9:30 – 9:40		  Introductions

	 9:40 – 9:50		  Iowa Rivers Revival – River Restoration policy and  
				    outreach – Roz Lehman (IRR)

	 9:50 – 10:10		 River restoration assessment and design – Nate  
				    Hoogeveen (DNR)

	 10:10 – 10:40 	 River restoration in other states – Marty Melchior 
				    (Inter-fluve)

	 10:40 – 11:10 	 What makes a successful permit for river   
				    restoration projects? – Al Frohlich (Army COE)

	 11:10 – 11:30	 Geomorphic history of western Iowa’s rivers –  
				    John Thomas (HCA)

	 11:30 – 12:30	 Panel
				         Jake Hansen, IDALS-DSC director
                   			        Jerry Neppel, WIRB coordinator
                    			        Lee Wagner, DNR State Revolving Fund (SRF) program
                    			        Claire Hruby, DNR In-lieu Fee program
                    			        Lowell Forristall, landowner who has completed two  
				         bank stabilization projects

	 12:30 – 1:15		 Lunch

	 1:15 – 3:15		  Tour of completed and proposed bank stabilization  
				    projects along the West Nishnabotna River in central  
				    Pottawattamie and NE Mills Counties

	 3:15 – 3:30		  Final questions, evaluations, and wrap-up

Agenda

5.0 PDH’s available
Email John Thomas at john@goldenhillsrcd.org 

and he will email you back a certificate.
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Funding from the McKnight Foundation has provided substantial support for Iowa 
Rivers Revival to raise awareness about natural river restoration and its many benefits.


