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Hitchcock Nature Center

Contact: Pottawattamie Conservation

Location: 27792 Ski Hill Loop, Honey Creek, |A 51542

CAMPING

Due to its proximity to the Omaha,/Council Bluffs
metro, Hitchcock is one of the most popular hik-
ing destinations in the Loess Hills. Badger Ridge is
a can’t-miss trail; the hike to Dorie’s Bench is half-
mile and apt for most skill levels. If you want to
stretch your legs, hike Lotus Loop around a beau-
Access: Daily 6am - 10pm; entry fee tiful lake that is an excellent place to spot wildlife.
or membership required Extend your hike by climbing Crescent Ridge, but

be prepared to dodge skiiers in winter! The most
challenging trail, Westridge, can also be accessed
via Lotus Loop. There are two backcountry camp-
sites located along Westridge that have incredible
Highlights: Badger Ridge; oak savanna views of the Omaha skyline. The hike to the awe-
along Oak Ave; accessible some view at the end of Fox Run Ridge is 0.75

SOELEELS |Gl mile and also worth your time. Oak Avenue at the

Type: 16-mile trail system

Surface: Mixed types

Dogs: Yes, on leash

B EE D

campsites.
northern end of the park crosses through a beau-
tiful oak savanna restoration. Combine it with the
Challenges: Steep descents into val- re-routed Moonseed Path for a quieter hike on the
L‘Zﬂs %%T;i iciggﬁznf';:rw northern side of the park. In addition to excellent
main entrance. hiking, Pottawattamie Conservation hosts great

educational programming; check their website.

LOESS/HILLSIHIKINGI.GUIDE goldenhillsrcd.org/hiking



