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West Oak Forest

Contact: Mills County Conservation

Location: 55877 195th St Pacific Junction, IA 51561

Type: 4.6-mile trail system

Surface: Natural (grass & dirt)
Access: Daily, 5:30am - 10:30pm
Dogs: Yes, on leash

Highlights: Spectacular view overlook-
ing Missouri River valley;
heavily forested with many
tree species.

Challenges: Trail from parking lot to
F ridge is very steep; no
water or facilities; no trail

sighage.
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West Oak Forest is heavily wooded with bur oak,
red oak, ironwood, basswood, black walnut, and
shagbark hickory. There are also numerous hilltop
prairie remnants, seven acres of restored prairie,
and five miles of hiking trails. The trail heading
south from the parking lot is relatively flat as it hugs
the bottom of the steep bluff until ending in a se-
cluded hollow. The other trailhead at the parking
lot requires a steep climb up the ridge. Once you
reach the top, head south through hilltop prairie
to access a long trail that rides a spur ridge west to
a spectacular view overlooking the Missouri River
floodplain. There are some beautiful, twisted bur
oaks along the trail to the lookout point. There
is also a narrow trail at the viewpoint that drops
steeply down to the lower south trail. The trails
in the northern half of the Mills CCB park cross
heavily wooded hollows and uplands. Navigating
this section may be difficult, so bring a map.
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