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Rugged topography, espe-
cially the equestrian trails; 
non-Iowa resident entry 
fee required.

Challenges:Challenges:

Sunset Ridge one of best 
trails in Loess Hills; late 
1800s root cellars; pawpaw 
trees.

Highlights:Highlights:

Yes, on leashDogs:Dogs:

Daily, 4am - 10:30pmAccess:Access:

Natural (grass & dirt)Surface:Surface:

11.6-mile trail systemType:Type:

2585 Waubonsie Park Rd, Hamburg, IA 51640Location:Location:

Iowa DNRContact:Contact:

Waubonsie State ParkWaubonsie State Park  Fremont County 

Waubonsie State Park is known for its exceptional 
vistas and unique flora and fauna. Tree diversity 
is higher than elsewhere in the Loess Hills. You 
can find pawpaw trees, North America’s largest 
edible native fruit, along Valley Trail. The rugged 
equestrian trails north of Highway 2 are open to 
hikers to explore wooded hollows with towering 
cottonwoods. A couple of trail updates coincide 
with the state park’s 100th anniversary in 2026. 
The construction of a beautiful new trail now con-
nects Ridge and Bridge Trail, making a 1.6-mile 
loop possible from the parking lot near the scenic 
overlook. Additionally, Sunset Ridge can now be 
hiked as a loop without walking on the park road, 
as staff re-opened an unused trail corridor.

Lance Brisbois


