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Old Town Conservation Area

Contact: Harrison County Conservation

Location: 3370 Lima Trl, Missouri Valley, IA 51555
2317 Mesa Pl., Missouri Valley, A 51555

Type: 8-mile trail system

Surface: Natural (grass & dirt)

Access: Daily, 6am - 10:30pm

Dogs: Yes, on leash

Highlights: Restored prairie & bur
oak savanna; excellent bird
watching for migrants such
as warblers.
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Challenges: Public hunting permitted;
no restroom or water
facilities.
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BICYCLING HUNTING

Old Town is named after St. John’s, the first town-
ship in Harrison County. It is a quiet alternative to
Hitchcock Nature Center, fifteen minutes south in
Pottawattamie County. There is excellent wildlife
habitat at Old Town, so wear blaze orange during
hunting season. The two trailheads are on top of
ridges and when you leave both ridges to descend
into the surrounding small valleys the grade is not
as extreme as other trails in the Loess Hills but
still challenging. The three ridge trails—Blazing Star,
Stagecoach Loop, and Foster’s Pass—have benches
with views of the Boyer River valley and the town
of Missouri Valley. Bendy Oak is appropriately
named, as it is the most wooded trail at Old Town.
The majority of Birddog and Buffalo Run follow
the perimeter of open fields. However, the section
of Buffalo Run connecting Stagecoach Loop with
Blazing Star crosses a wooded draw that is a great
spot for bird watching.
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