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Contact:Contact:

Location:Location:

LOESS HILLS HIKING GUIDELOESS HILLS HIKING GUIDE

Type:Type:

Surface:Surface:

Access:Access:

Dogs:Dogs:

Highlights:Highlights:

Challenges:Challenges:

Monona County LHSF Preparation Canyon UnitLHSF Preparation Canyon Unit
Iowa DNR

Overlook, Oak Ave, Moorhead, IA 51558 (PC 1 trailhead)
Jones Creek Pond, Moorhead, IA 51558 (PC 2 trailhead)
32997 Larpenteur Rd, Little Sioux, IA 51545 (scout ranch)

Public hunting; no facili-
ties; some trails near 2023 
wildfire have been modi-
fied or closed.

Oak Ave scenic overlook; 
PC 2 section parallel to 
Oak Ave; scout ranch tor-
nado memorial.

Yes, on leash; no dogs 3/15 - 
7/15

Open daily, year-round

Natural (grass & dirt)

31-mile trail system

Even before the addition of the Little Sioux Scout Ranch in 
2025, Preparation Canyon was the largest of the four state 
forest units. The Loess Hills Scenic Overlook on Oak Ave and 
Jones Creek Pond on E60 are other highlights of this unit. PC 
1, the loop trail beginning at the scenic overlook, totals seven 
miles. Hike the loop counter-clockwise for the best views. 
Take a side trip to the beautiful lake at the former scout ranch 
(approximately south of E60, west of Oak Ave, and north 
of 340th St). To reach the lake, take spur trail PC 1.6 on the 
southern section of the PC 1 loop trail. If you want to hike a 
shorter loop, start at the scenic overlook heading south, then 
after descending to the road cut, head southeast on PC 1.1 to 
cut across a prairie, then climb the ridge opposite the scenic 
overlook to complete the loop.

Jones Creek Pond is the best spot to start the six-mile PC 2 
loop trail. PC 2 loops around the southern end of the pond 
before climbing a ridge parallel to Oak Ave—the views are 
outstanding from this ridge. After crossing E60, the PC 2 
loop enters the section of the unit that was most affected by 
the 2023 wildfire. One section of trail has been closed due 
to thorny black locust that aggresively took over after the 
wildfire, so pay attention to the trail map. Antother notable 
trail is Sarah’s Trail that connects the unit to the southwestern 
corner of Preparation Canyon State Park.

Seth Brooks


