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Trail M 1Trail M 1
3.8 mile loop3.8 mile loop

Trail M 2Trail M 2
3.6 mile loop3.6 mile loop
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Challenges:Challenges:
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Harrison County 

The Mondamin Unit contains some of the best 
ridge trails in the entire Loess Hills, punctuated by 
the steep ridge at the southern end of the unit. 
The dramatic ridge rises from the M 2 loop trail-
head near the junction of highways 183 and 127. 
The trail is preciptiously steep regardless the direc-
tion you hike the loop. There is a bench to rest 
south of the M 2 and M 2.2 junction. The spur 
trails in the interior of southern half of the unit 
wander through several extensive tree plantings. 
The M 1 loop trailhead also requires a steep climb 
to the top of a ridge. Regardless which direction 
you hike the loop, both require climbing back up 
the ridge to return to the trailhead. The secluded 
valley within the M 1 loop is a pleasant place for 
a picnic or dispersed campsite. The southeastern 
section of the M 1 loop follows the perimeter of 
a crop field, so hikers can cut that section off by 
using the M 1.3 spur trail as a shortcut. Combine 
the two loops via M 1.4 for a 9.5-mile hike.

Popular hunting area; no 
water or facilities; watch 
footing as main ridges 
narrow in areas.

Steep, narrow ridge at 
south end of M2 loop; 
secluded valley at north end 
inside M1 loop.

Yes, on leash; no dogs 3/15 - 
7/15

Open daily, year-round

Natural (grass & dirt)

12.5-mile trail system

LHSF Mondamin UnitLHSF Mondamin Unit
Iowa DNR

1818 IA-183, Mondamin, IA 51557 (M 1 loop)
1809 IIA-127, Mondamin, IA 51557 (M 2 loop)

Lance Brisbois


