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Blackburn State Park

Contact: lowa DNR

Location:

1291 Cemetery Road, Thurman, IA 51654

Type: 1.5-mile trail system

g Surface: Natural (grass & dirt)
9 Access: Daily, 4am - 10:30pm

Dogs: Yes, on leash

Highlights: Great for wildlife viewing;
20-acre restored prairie
with stone benches.

rough access road; sur-
rounded by public hunting;
no water supply.

F Challenges: Weak cellular reception;
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Blackburn State Park is at the center of approxi-
mately 1,000 acres of public land, including Black-
burn and Green Hollow Wildlife Management
Areas. The 72-acre park formed in 2019 from
the donation by William and Sara Blackburn. Bill
grew up in southwest lowa and the donated land
is near where his ancestors settled in the 1840s.
The park includes a reservable large pavilion that
can accommodate gatherings; contact Waubonsie
State Park staff to reserve it. Two short hiking trails
wind through the timber. Given the park’s remote
location, there is no water supply but there is a
vault toilet near the pavilion. All garbage must be
removed by the visitor. A twenty-acre restored
prairie graces high ground where native flowers
bloom, especially in late spring. Three beautiful
stone benches positioned on the ridge offer grand
views of the sunset over the woods.

goldenhillsrcd.org/hiking




