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Volunteers from 5 States Serve at Blackburn Park

By Sharon Nyquist

Nineteen volunteers from five different states gathered at Blackburn
State Park on September 215 to work on several park
improvements. The event was sponsored by the Friends of
Blackburn State Park. Park Manager Matt Moles and DNR Technician
Sarah Lammers supervised the work.

Multiple projects were completed including the fabrication and
placement of large new oak benches around the fire pit. The
workers also installed new
ground-level foundations for
portable volleyball poles.
Picnic tables were stained as
well. In keeping with past

Cheryl Jones and
Beth Blackburn
plant one of the

several new
hazelnut shrubs.

tradition, volunteers planted attractive native trees and
shrubs. This year, 3 wild plum trees were added to our
existing collection and 8 American hazelnut shrubs were

Gary Jones and Luke Forney set in place for the first time. Hazelnuts may be
prepare new wooden benches to unfamiliar to many lowans, but they are native to the
be placed around the fire pit. state. They not only offer delicious fruits for wildlife, but

they present colorful blossoms in the spring and

attractive multi-color foliage in the fall.



Volunteers included lowa residents Gary Jones, Brian and Karen Forney, Jon and Mary Howery,
Greg and Cheryl Jones, Kevin and Valeri Albertsen,
Tracy Vanatta, Beth Blackburn, Luke Forney, and
Sharon Nyquist; Illinois residents Bill and Sara
Blackburn; Nebraska resident Cherine Bishara;
Missouri resident Gwyn Gillispie; and Arizona
residents Marsheila Stracke and Ed Blackburn.

The park . )
. Ed Blackburn, Cherine Bishara, and
improvements )
Greg Jones install the volleyball

were made

. pole bases.
possible by
generous

donations from Bob Benton, Tabor Bank, Jim Hughes Real
Estate, Jon Howery, Cherine Bishara, Bret Nyquist, Malvern
Bank, Tabor Chiropractic, Dr. Tom Baer, Cheryl Jones, Cathy
Crain, Zac and Allison Schnabel, Janette Blackburn, Barbara
Gardner, Bill and Sara Blackburn, Tom and Tracy Vanatta,

Tracy Vanatta and Valeri

Albertsen apply a new coat of

. L Teri Fron, James and Melonie Doyle, and Steve and Sharon
stain to picnic tables.

Nyquist.
Tax-deductible donations may be made to support the Friends of Blackburn State Park by
Venmo (@FriendsOBSP), online at the park’s website (Google “Blackburn State Park-Golden
Hills” and select “Donate to Friends of Blackburn State Park”), or by check payable to “Friends of
Blackburn State Park” and sent to Glenwood State Bank, Tabor Branch, 711 Main St., Tabor, IA
51653.

Blackburn State Park, the state’s newest park, is located at
1291 Cemetery Road northeast of Thurman, IA. The park
features a scenic overlook, hiking trails, a large picnic

gazebo, and a restroom. All visitors are welcome year-
round, but the park is restricted to hikers December 1st to
April 1st.

(L to R) Luke Forney, Sara

Blackburn, Brian Forney, Gary
The Friends of the Park is hosting an Earth Day event for Jones, and Cherine Bishara test out
local high school students on April 22, 2026, and a the new wood benches around the
volunteer day again in late September of next year. If you'd  fire pit.



like to help with these events or otherwise volunteer, please contact Sharon Nyquist

(sharon.nyquist@outlook.com).

Please follow “Friends of Blackburn State Park” on Facebook for more photos and information

about events at the park.



