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F-M Students Celebrate Earth Day at Blackburn Park 

By Sharon Nyquist 

The Friends of Blackburn State Park hosted Mike Younts’ 
Fremont-Mills High School biology class with an Earth Day 
celebraƟon on April 16th.  

The day began with a welcome from park donor and founder, 
Bill Blackburn.  Events for the day included a tree tour by 
Lindsey Barney, District Forester with the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR). Glenn Pollock, naturalist, guided the 
students on a Ɵmber wild flower walk.  Marlowe Wilson, 
ConservaƟon Officer with the 

Iowa DNR, delivered a program on wildlife in the area. Ken 
Forney and Bill Blackburn presented a historical talk and tour.  
AŌer a hotdog roast and rousing game of volleyball, the students 
enjoyed a scavenger hunt.  

Katrina Markel with KMTV was at the park during the event to 
film a news clip that aired that evening about the park and the 
limited public lands in the state of Iowa.  

Other volunteers for the event included: Cherine Bishara, Gary 
Jones, Mary Howery, Greg and Cheryl Jones, Nick Beleganski, DusƟn Brake, Valeri Albertsen, 
Brian Forney, Beth Blackburn, Jonathan Lloyd, Luke Forney, Sara Blackburn, and Sharon Nyquist.  

  

F-M biology class on the 
observaƟon deck. 

Class members listen as 
Ken Forney and Bill 
Blackburn talk about 
the history of the land. 



Like or follow “Friends of Blackburn State Park” on Facebook for more 
photos and informaƟon about events at the park.  

Blackburn State Park, the state’s newest park, is located at 1291 
Cemetery Road northeast of Thurman, IA.  

The Friends of the Park will be hosƟng a 
volunteer day in September and another 
Earth Day event next year in April. If you’d 
like to join the Friends group, please 
contact Sharon Nyquist 
(sharon.nyquist@outlook.com).                                                      

Tax-deducƟble donaƟons may be made to 
support the Friends of Blackburn State Park by Venmo 
(@FriendsOBSP), online at the park’s website (Google “Blackburn 
State Park-Golden Hills” and select “Donate to Friends of Blackburn 
State Park”), or by check payable to “Friends of Blackburn State Park” 
and sent to Glenwood State Bank, Tabor Branch, 711 Main St., Tabor, 
IA 51653. 

 

 

 

 

 

Student 
examines a 
plant on Glenn 
Pollock’s Ɵmber 
wildflower walk. 

Lindsey Barney 
guides the tree tour. 


