
Volunteers Have Impact at Blackburn State Park 

By Sharon Nyquist 

The Friends of Blackburn State Park is an organization of 70 volunteers who promote and support the 

park near Thurman, Iowa, and assist with improvements and activities there. This past year a number its 

members have made noteworthy contributions to the park and to nature conservation in general.  

In late September, volunteers purchased and planted 8 wild plum trees and 

established volleyball facilities. The plantings were the latest effort of the Friends 

group toward its long-term program of re-establishing the beautiful white-blooming 

native plum trees in the park. The trees were purchased with generous donations 

from Dale Stephens, Cherine Bishara, Beth Blackburn, Barbara Gardner, Jon Howery, 

Glenn Pollock, Janette Blackburn, Michael and Angela Blackburn, Jim Hughes Real 

Estate, Mary Carlson and Dale Piper, Marsheila and Larry Stracke, Cathy Crain, Gwyn 

Gillispie, Eva Alberts, Bob Benton, Tabor Chiropractic, the Tabor Bank, Bret Nyquist, 

Malvern Bank, Dr. Tom Baer, Cheryl Jones, and Steve and Sharon Nyquist. Friends 

members volunteering for this work were Zack and Allison Schnabel, Gary Jones, 

Kevin and Valeri Albertsen, Brian Forney, Lorraine Zanders, Teri Fron, Cherine 

Bishara, Eilah Shankin, Quinn Shankin, Jon and Mary Howery, Beth Blackburn, Terra 

Madison, Jonathan Lloyd, and Bill and Sara Blackburn. Activities for the day were 

directed by Sarah Lammers, DNR Tech, with assistance from DNR Intern Abby 

O’Brien. 

Volunteer Cherine Bishara used her special artistic talent to 

create three beautiful engraved panels depicting wildlife 

scenes, which now grace the new handicap accessible 

observation deck.  

The Friends group was pleased to hear that in October one of its board 

members, naturalist Glenn Pollock, was bestowed the prestigious Eula Hagie 

Heritage Award by The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation (INHF). This award 

recognized Glenn’s “extraordinary personal service and commitment to 

improving the quality of Iowa’s natural environment while 

encouraging others to do the same.” Glenn has provided 

valuable training and assistance over the past 20 years in the 

re-establishment of native prairie and other wildlife habitat 

on the park grounds and has assisted other parks in similar 

ways.  

The Friends of Blackburn State Park is currently soliciting tax-

deductible donations for trail improvement and other future projects. Donations to 

the Friends group may be made by Venmo (search “Green Hollow Center”), online at 

the park’s website (Google “Blackburn State Park-Golden Hills”, Venmo QR code and 

PayPal link are available), or by check payable to “Friends of Blackburn State Park” 

and sent to Glenwood State Bank, Tabor Branch, 711 Main St., Tabor, IA 51653. New 
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donors will be added to the Friends of Blackburn State Park group, though a donation is not required to 

join.                                                  

Blackburn State Park, the state’s newest park, is located at 1291 Cemetery Road northeast of Thurman, 

IA. The park features a scenic overlook, hiking trails, a large picnic gazebo, and a restroom. All visitors are 

welcome year-round, but the park is restricted to hikers December 1st to April 1st.  

The Friends of the Park is hosting an Earth Day event for local high school students on April 16, 2025, and 

a volunteer day in late September. If you’d like to help with these events or otherwise volunteer, please 

contact Sharon Nyquist (sharon.nyquist@outlook.com).     

Please follow “Friends of Blackburn State Park” on Facebook for more photos and information about 

events at the park. 


