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WESTERN SKIES
SCENIC BYWAY

www.iowabyways.org
www.goldenhillsrcd.org/westeskiesscenidoyway.html

www.iowadot.gov/iowasbyways

Designated as an lowa Byway in 1998.

Golden Hills RC&D is an equal opportunity employer and provider. The opinions, findings, and conclusions expredslid in this pu
cation are those of the author and not necessarily those of the lowa Department of Transportation or of the Federal Highway
Administration. Financial support for this project provided by the Federal Highway Administration National Scenic Byways Pro-

gram (NSBP) and the lowa Department of Transportation.

AMERICA’S BYWAYS
SMARTER I SIMPLER I CUSTOMER DRIVEN




Foreword

©OFar elv®ldandl180, 70, this time we
And we mostly stuck to our word, resisting the convenience of the Inter-
state system which expedite travel time.

Instead we studied maps for state or county roads that linked the small
towns. The routes were sometimes winding and sometimes slow but they
put us smack dab in the countryside and this suited us perfectly this time.
We especially enjoyed the designa
is named the Western Skies Sceni c bBs
The name is evocative of the big skies we came for and the long horizons
that are a nightly show as the su

Ro Giencke
Home Is the Country of the Heart
www.rogiencke.com
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Through the lowa Byways Sustainability Project, the Western Skies ScenicrRgw@y¥dership and participation of residents and public officials in western lowa
has participated in several exciting programs, including stakeholder develamgeilivays driven activities related to the Western Skies Scenic Byway. Prepara
and training, new signage, GIS mapping of byway resources, developmentighaf theCorridor Management Pias been no different. Members of the
professional photo library and creation of an Interpretive Master Plan for th@/Bstern Skies Scenic Byway Council and various project committees have spent
way. Golden Hills RC&D was also awarded a grant in 2009 through the FeRgh@lreds of hours working with staff and advisors to compleRah®ast and

Hi ghway Administration's Amer i ca’' gesdhattcn@ibu®drs ffom ehd WektBin Skies Seehi€ ByWa§ Cauritil Mdndgénme®
Corridor Management Rtauthe Western Skies Scenic Byway. Team, CMP Planning Committee and stakeholder organizations include:

This first version of the Western Skies Scenic B§aaidor Management Plan Mitch Rydl
has been a long term project to which multiple Byway Coordinators have contrib- Daniel Ahart
uted. While this has been a living document throughout the years, now that it has Josh Sebern
been completed we anticipate that there will still be updates made to this version Ron Bell

as the Corridor's needs change. TheMReSyyn be no greater evidence of
ness of the Western Skies Scenic Bywmyidor Management Rem the work Tim Sproul
that has already been accomplished. Kathy Dirks

Sharon Sullivan

Ron Williams

Glennda Mortenson
Robert Mortenson
Todd Valline

Dale Menning
Debbie Menning
Melanie McAndrews
Julie Bailey

Lynsi Pasutti

Sheri Heiland
Renea Anderson
Dana Buster
Kristine Jorgenson
Shirley Phillips
Alex Kruger

Laurie Gilbert

Julie Bailey




Professionals with expertise in a wide range of disciplines provided th&se@oard of Directors of Golden Hills RC&D provided essential oversight

port and assistance required to prepareGoeridor Management Plan  and support during preparation of tGerridor Management Pl@arrent
Board Members are:

Financial support necessary to preparéiniegidor Management Rlas

provided by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), lowa DeparBarry DeuelShelby County

ment of Transportation (DOT), lowa Department of Natural ResourcesCarol VintonMills County

(DNR), USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and 8teryl Sandersyemont County

four counties through which the Western Skies Scenic Byway travels. ISper GrobeEast Pottawattamie County

cial mention should be made of the assistance provided by Troy SeifeRiand ForristalWest Pottawattamie County

Mary Stahlhut with lowa DOT. Walter Utman Harrison County
Jon HerzbergPage County

Golden Hills RC&D Staff has provided the preparation and compilatioiStéve BaieCass County

thisCorridor Management Pl@nrrent staff members include: Mark Petersonylontgomery County

Michelle Wodtke Frank&xecutive Director

Rebecca Castlé/estern Skies Scenic Byway Coordinator
Lance Brishoigroject Coordinator

Mary Lou Goettscliiscal Manager

Cara MorganProject Coordinator

Becky Von WeiheProject Assistant

Dawn HarderProject Assistant

Tina Bakehous€ommunication & Outreach Coordinator
John Thomagjungry Canyons Alliance

€Y Golden Hills

Past Byway Coordinators who contributed to the document issgsd
clude: Liz Berkéleddy, Emily Haase, Katy Anderson and Bre[ ™
Windmuller.




The Western Skies Scenic Byway was dedicated in 1998, among the firsfldfd@orridor Management Plan consists of the following six sections:
wa's state designated scenic byw ylstrdU(I:int thglﬂa%r es parts of its route wi
Hills National Scenic Byway, Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway, and newl%/ad iy 9

White Pole Road Scenic Bywayith the additional latest designations of C nderstand!ng the F\_’esources

ered Bridges Scenic Byway and the Jefferson Highway Heritage Byway, b &Jnders{tandlng Tou_rlsm

now boasts 12 Scenic Byways (Loess Hills and Great River Road also hale Ni'keting & Branding

tional Scenic Byway Designations) and 2 Heritage Byways. Western Skies S&fador Development Actions

Byway is a 14nile route within Harrison, Shelby, Audubon and Guthrie C§unReferences

ties and travels through 14 rural lowa communities. In the west, it joins Inter- i ) )

state 29, while in the east it begins&0,Imaking it easily accessible fromeithdt € first section, ©lntroducing the
direction. Since the byway paralkél, it provides an ofhe-beaterpath op- Ning and developing the Western Skies Scenic Byway. It also discusses the role

tion for travelers to venture of fofbyvaysigkeholgaisinirgplementingligeidgr Manpgemeian s s ceni c

of rolling hills, working farmsteads and tranquil small town living. The second section, ©Understanding t
Beginning in 1998, the Western Skies Scenic Byway route was marked witff§igic qualities of the Western Skies Scenic Byway.
lowa Scenic Byway road signs and was featured on lowa DOT maps. Betw@ee t hi rd section, ©Understanding To

then and 2008, tourists were able to contact the Danish Windmill Museunag@i¢narket potential of tourism along the Western Skies Scenic Byway Corri-
the Harrison County Historical Village and Welcome Center for additionaldgr.

formation about the Byway.
yway ©Mar keting and Branding-, the fourth

In 2008, as part of the lowa Byway's Sustainability Project, a Project Mangggid Use and Licensing Agreement as well as recommended color and font
was hired to assist with grassroots development of a byway organization.sER@mes for use in other promotion and interpretation.

Project Manager is housed in the Golden Hills Resource Conservation & Devel-

opment office in Oakland, lowa. The first series of stakeholder meetings wefe® Pl an's fifth section, ©Corridor

held in the fall of 2008. recommended actions for the management and protection of the Western Skies
_ _ _ _ Scenic Byway Corridor's intrinsic qu

Preparing thi€orridor Management Plasibeen an essential part of thatsus yggests t he ©Leaders- and ©Particip

tainability process. Development of ferincluded special studies and publigons along with levels of priority. Leaders and Participants are the stakeholders

i nput sessions about enhancing apithe Wéskrh Skie¥ Scén Byiwdye region' s resources
ing tourism, providing adequate amenities, and economic development. These

are the foundation for development of Berridor Management PlainisPlan 1he final secio®Ref er ences -, lists thellamefer
identifies the need for, and means of, undertaking actions to enhance and pre-

serve the unique intrinsic qualities that make the Western Skies Scenic Byway

an attraction for visitors from all over the world. This Western Skies Scenic

BywayCorridor Management Rlaovides the Byway Council and Stakeholders

with guidance for the development, management and promotion of the byway.
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Scenic Byways are special roads tAGERICbympyiseyalugted prdts Iptingiq,Qualites. Jhe gagitional sixynginsig
and provide access to sights and experiences they might otherwise miss. igs are: Natural Quality, Archeological Quality, Scenic Quality, Historic
byways offer travelers an alternative route to beautiful scenery, cultural arffdu@lity, Cultural Quality, Recreational Quality; and the recently recognized
historical resources, and recreational activities. They may be spectacular S€Venth intrinsic quality, Human Quality.

destinations or local routes long admired by a community (Scenic America 1, ) i i _ ) )
1995). g y v ( The first coordinated national scenic roads effort did not begin to evolve until

the 1960s. President Kennedy established the Recreation Advisory Council in
1962, which recommended the development of a National program of scenic

1 Promote interest in the cultural resources and natural beauty of an arégads and parkways in 1964. President Johnson called for a White House

T Interpret the special qualities of an area that increase appreciation for Cafgrence on Natural Beauty in 1965, one of its most important panel
commitment to, their protection: discussions being on scenic roads. The same year, the US Congress enacted tl

ighway Beautification Act of 1965. While this provided for scenic

1 Attract visitors who bring additional income and economic activity to tﬂ_é . . ) .
area: preservation programs, any further action was delayed until the Fgderal

1 Provide an opportunity for growth management by encouraging :;I |gh\sf;v Toy g\ C,;[ (;f igz 3é :jn Ju;y Of01%8?1' ;hee FrecéeLaICHéghW? yaAIdrInlnelsgatlog Sc e

Iirr)g\r/?dp:?rfvgli\glSVFi)trr?ZT;en'o able and relaxing experience; Map the Future of America's Scenic F
. . . Joyabe . 9 expe ’ Byways Program was later established as a part of the US Department of

T Gwcje VISItors to sites not on principal highways offering a means to d nsportation, FHWA. The US Secretary of Transportation recognized 150
touns?s to all areas of a region; . . National Scenic Byways or-Atherican Roads in 46 states from the creation of

1 Contribute to regional greenways, heritage areas, and trail developme[ﬂ program in 1991 to its closure in 2013. Unfortunately, due to a 2012
efforts; transportation bill that failed to provide funding for the program, it is essentially

Preserve important commurnitglued characteristics; and discontinued and the FHWA is not accepting applications for designation as
Create ties within and between communities due to sharing acommold merica's B ywaysé (fhwa.dot.gov).

vision (Scenic America 1, 1995).

Scenic byways also:

]

=A =

Scenic byways pass through corridors that reflect the special qualities of a
region. These corridors consist of the area and features influenced by, and tha
have an impact on, the scenic byway. Scenic byway corridors include the
roadway itself, righif-way, areas visible from the roadway and communitie
and attractions in the immediate vicinity of the roadway. Corridors also incl
roads, communities, attractions and landscapes that, although not directly
associated with the roadway, are integral to the scenic byway. Mgdab AMERICA’S BYWAYS




The lowa Byways program was established as a part of the lowa Department of
Transportation in 1998 through lowa Code Chapter 306D to identify, protect

and enhance roadways in | owa which e
cultural and historic resources. There was early recognition of both preserving
l owa's inherent resources and provid

by drawing travelers to visit byways
resources. These resources are the same intrinsic qualities that are used to
evaluate byways at the national level.

The state offers numerous regions through which people can drive for the
pleasure of viewing unusually scenic and interesting landscapes; however,
routes to and through these areas had not been adequately identified for
lowans and out of state visitors prior to establishment of the lowa Byways
Program. Among those things that attract motorists to the state's
landscape are agricultural lands, forests, river basins, distinctive landforms,
interesting architecture, metropolitan areas, small rural towns, and historic
sites. The landscape qualities of unusually scenic routes throughout the
state have not been protected from visual and resource deterioration

particularly along routes which pass near the state's nationally significant

Including state recognized routes, there are over 850 scenic roads in all 58655 such as the bluffs of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, the Amana
states. Each has their own process for state byway designation, but they @ggs@lles, the Herbert Hoover national historic site, federal reservoirs,

evaluated on the same Intrinsic Qualities. Unfortunately, many of these .ommunities surrounding the state's natural lakes, the Des Moines River

programs were also cut when the foeddidnk GrRad RBrREaN ahdtany otferd. M Prindlpdl gsabd € ac

program operates at varying levels of support (scenicbyways.info). economic development in this state is to increase the influence which
travel and tourism have on the state's economic expansion.

ﬂ IOWA While designation as an lowa Byway does not guarantee any type of
funding, the lowa DOT has been very supportive of the lowa Byway
D OT program and the more established byways are currently in Phase IV of the
lowa Byways Sustainability Program.

’ All-American Roads . National Scenic Byways

SMARTER I SIMPLER | CUSTOMER DRIVEN




Through years of collaboration, lowa has worked diligently to offer

memorable traveler experiences. Hosted through Travellowa.com, events

and attractions along the byway are aut oma
landing pagelowabyways.org provides the tools needed to research and

plan a trip to remember. lowabyways.org is a collaborative effort

between the lowa Tourism Office and lowa Byways.

_De_sl_gnated lowa Byways® sha(e the unique lowa Byways_ brand . The DISCOVER YOUR ADVENTURE
individual logos were collaboratively created at the same time to extend _ on lowa’s two national scenic byways
the brand with graphic images representi ng| andhninestatescenicor heritage byways. otabl e
characteristics. lowa DOT continues to support the overall brand and = ;
: ) Visit www.iowabyways.org
market presence Of the deSIQnated byWayS through A i to research events and attractions, locate traveler
1 Logo registration with the lowa Secretary of State Brand guidelines and :ergicié. °;deve|°; at:ip Ltinera(v ;hat ir;s'udt;s e
0 destinations and other byway information that you
management Of a_p_proved USES. can print or view electronically while you travel.
ﬂ lowa Byways OffICIaI Trave_l GUIde i You can also send electronic postcards, save favorites
T www.traveliowa.com/ScenicByways (www.iowabyways.org) from your most memorable trips and include travel
1 Graphic representation on the lowa Transportation Map fotes th b vl Hipsaetl.
f Cooperation with the lowa Tourism Office IOWA’S NATIONAL BYWAYS 4>
1 Coordination of the Travel lowa Guide lowa Byways pages @mm  LOESS HILLS SCENIC BYWAY W laucricas
1 Byways collection graphics and design assistance for promoting all lowa RS S B e R
Byways IOWA’S STATE BYWAYS
@ DELAWARE CROSSING SCENIC BYWAY
@m» DRIFTLESS AREA SCENIC BYWAY
@ GLACIAL TRAIL SCENIC BYWAY
e GRANT WOOD SCENIC BYWAY
ORDER YOUR TRAVEL GUIDE & MAP MY% LOGIN INDUSTRY MENU = @=» HISTORIC HILLS SCENIC BYWAY
IOWA VALLEY SCENIC BYWAY
travel @& LINCOLN HIGHWAY HERITAGE BYWAY
TRIP THINGS PLACES CALENDAR OF TRAVEL BY
I( )WA IDEAS TODO TOSTAY EVENTS REGION QA SRR B CENIC DRV
£ WESTERN SKIES SCENIC BYWAY
Western Skies Scenic Byway v
" yedim P
F e =
+

www.iowabyways.org




l owa's two national byways and tw
Heritage Byways and twelve Scenic Byways. They offer unique varieties ¢
scenic features, and more for travelers to see and do. These byways
include:

Loess Hills National Scenic Byway

Great River Road National Scenic Byway

Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway

Covered Bridges Scenic Byway* DELAVARE DRIFTLESS AREA GLACIAL TRAIL GRANT WOOD
Delaware Crossing Scenic Byway A L SCENIC BYWAY SCENIC BYWAY SCENIC BYWAY
Driftless Area Scenic Byway

Glacial Trail Scenic Byway

Grant Wood Scenic Byway

Historic Hills Scenic Byway

lowa Valley Scenic Byway
Jefferson Highway Heritage Byway* [
River Bluffs Scenic Byway ! LINCOLN
Western Skies Scenic Byway
White Pole Road Scenic Byway* “

*Under development and designated in 2016 HISTORIC HILLS IOWA VALLEY
SCENIC BYWAY SCENIC BYWAY

=4 =4 -4 -8 -8 -8 _98_9_98_°a._2_2°._-12_-2°

HERITAGE

LOESS HILLS
NATIONAL RIVER BLUFFS WESTERN SKIES NATIONAL

SCENIC BYWAY SCENIC BYWAY SCENIC BYWAY SCENIC BYWAY

COVERED WHITE POLE
BRIDGES ROAD HERITAGE
SCENIC BYWAY SCENIC BYWAY BYWAY
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The phrase ©Byway Corridor- | ooseacyunidesgd i bes the adjacent area ext el
along the roadwayor Western Skies Scenic Byway, the corridor has been |4
established as the four counties that are home to the byway. In some case&,er%g1
corridor may be expanded to include local points of interest that are not dir

on the byway but contribute to its intrinsic values. Beyond the byway, travg
can adventure in parks, along trails, in the forest, amongst the prairie and
experience offiarm visits. Many museums are sprinkled throughout the four
county corridor as well as bred#king views and unique encounters, includit

1g°d : . , ,
45-ton bull named Albert. The Western Skies Scenic Byway corridor is The proud cultural heritage along the Western Skies Scenic Byway corridor has
comprised of Harrison, Shelby, Audubon, and Guthrie counties in lowa. resulted in many attractions that were contributing factors to the selection of the

route. Museums, historic sites, celebrations, public art displays, galleries, and
centers of worship were inventoried to help determine the final byway route.

Western Skies Scenic Byway, the rolling hills, curving highways,

taking landscapes, picturesque sunsets and pristine heritage farms define

%tﬁyway. The area consists of ancient glacial till eroded to form its rolling
dscape, located in the Southern lowa Drift Plain.

The I owa's Byways program was of fiiscd.apdLivincaadopted by the |l owa DOT in
and that same year Western Skies Scenic Byway was among the first stat
designated scenic byways in lowa. In 2008, Golden Hills RC&D, based in
Oakland, lowa, held stakeholder meetings and added a Byway Coordinatolﬁ;
position for Western Skies. Golden Hills also coordinates the Loess Hills
National Scenic Byway and Glacial Trail Scenic Byway.

Visitor services such as lodging, restaurants, public restrooms, fuel stations and
onvenience stores were also identified and played a role in the route selection.
f we are to encourage travelers to
the road less traveled, we must be sure that they have the necessary

accommodations to have a safe and enjoyable trip.

The selection, signing and promotion of routes that make up the scenic b . . : . . :
was accomplished through the active participation of local residents, eleczi/cﬁg Western Skies Scenic Byway provides an attractive alternative to traveling

officials and representatives of public agencies. Development of the byw. nterstate 80 through West Central lowa, with most of the byway on State

. : L : : : : ighway 44. The byway covers Harrison, Shelby, Audubon and Guthrie
irr?gltdgiendgmapplng activities andl@pth analysis of attributes of the corridor, Counties. You can conveniently access the byway from Interstate 29 at Missour

f  Public preference for scenic views: Valley or Interstate 80 at the spur through Elk Horn or the eastern end at Stuart.

f Location and availabilityofattractiénS' Accor ding to the DOT's Annual Averag

f  Visitor facilities: and ’ traffic counts on the byway route are moderately low (701 to 1,500).. There are

’ . roughly 12 miles of county roads with counts below 700 and approximately 38

T Roadway characteristics. combined miles of US 30, lowa 44, and US 59 with counts more than 3,000.
The low AADT has made the byway a popular route for bicyclists, and the
agricultural traffic on the roads make it important to slow down on these rural
roads.



ROUTE DESCRIPTION

Western Skies Scenic Byway paraiifds dffering travelers several easy -
opportunities to venture off the beaten path. If coming from the Des Moin
area, travelers may start their byway journey north of Exit 93 on Interstate
at the town of Stuart, home to the Saints Center for Culture and the Arts.
the 1930' s, the town's First Nat
Bonnie and Clyde, and the famed author Jack Kerouac stopped through {*
crosscountry travels in 1947.

Follow County Road P28 north along the Raccoon River Valley to the town of
Panora. There you will find Guthrie County Historical Village situated along the

south end of town. The museum includes multiple buildings and displays _ g ﬁmw i1
covering over four acres, recounting history dating back to the 1850s. Lake - \H
Panorama offers a wortidass golf course and spectacular views along with p—| nlsroman anuiilw

abundant outdoor recreation opportunitiése Raccoon River Valley Trail also
comes through Panora and provides outdoor entertainment for nature and
cycling enthusiasts of all ages. Be sure to stop in downtown Panora to ¢
the multiple art galleries, boutique shops, and restaurants.

At Panora, a turn west on Highway 44 will follow the byway along the roll
ridge top and cross the M&M (Missouri & Mississippi) Divide. Barn quilts
the countryside sprucing up barns both old and new. Be sure to stop and§
Guthrie Center with their strong Main Street Guthrie Center organization
promoting the downtown and helping to oversee many facade updates. AF
corner of 3rd & Stat e, the ©LI st
September of 2017, oo o o ! P
the Byway- project -
west edge of Guthrie Center is the Gut
County Freedom Rock. When you get
Haml in, be sure t ¢
for the ©Best Tenc
byway intersects theBone Trail there,
which is a 21 mile converted railroad rig
of way that goes from Audubon to just ,
north of Atlantic. If you make it to the . SR

northern trailhead in Audubon, Albert t . o ",
Bull, a 450n Hereford statue will be ; o Photo Cre Casqldes

waiting to greet you.

2l MO U S
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Photo Credlt Woodblnela (6]

AndersenTop off this stop with a snapshot of the Audubon County Freedom
Rock located in the same park.

If you take the byway spur just a few miles south on lowa 173, you will be at the
next Danish Village, Elk Horn. At the lowa Welcome Center downtown you will
find a working windmill was shipped over from Denmark and skillfully
reconstructed in EIk Horfinding inspiration in their Danish brethren, the
community of Elk Horn is a leader in the use of sustainable sources ofienergy.
traveling through i n EHkHoreis lmwmdtothedirstc a r
electric car charging station to be installed between Chicago and Betheer.
Museum of Danish America you will find a green roof, Jens Jensen Prairie
Landscape Park, and walking trails featuring nine pieces ofdeaigsbd

outdoor fitness equipment. To draw people off of the interstate, the spur
continues south of EIk Horn t80.

Back on the main byway, west of Kimballton, travelers pass through the town of
Jacksonville and come to Harlan where the Byway forms a loop. Harlan is home
to two inviting parks just blocks from one another, as well as the Shelby County
Historical Museum and the infamous-headed calf.

The southern portion of the loop leads to Portsmouth and connects directly to
Highway 30 north of Logan. The northern portion of the loop travels through
the old German Colonies of Westphalia and Par@hmavcasing their German
roots, these communities feature architecturally stunning churches, built with
great care and craftsmanship.

Beyond Panama the Byway curves around Woodbine. Boasting an eclectic feel
with its outdoor sculpture exhibits, restored downtown buildings, unique retail
shops, and | ongest intact original b
want to visit here for more than just Applefest!

Winding through Logan, a few more miles south is the Harrison County
Historical Museum and Welcome Center at the confluence of Western Skies
Scenic Byway, Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway, and Loess Hills National Scenic
Byway .Straight out of the 1800s, the complex is home to an original log cabin,
general store and school. You'll rea

. ) W . el Vall ey, where Wi secup's Farm Museum
Once in Kimballton, raMeIeE: ot -Dan NWyour visit.
Kimballton features & ze ti ittle naid pture found

at Copenhagen e e
mermaid and her Photo Credit: Ken West i ZYIREIES surrounded by

additional sculptures portraying the stories of Danish author Hans Christian




Local Level

Chambers of commerce

Economic development organizations

Historical societies and preservation commissions
)mmunity groups and civic organizations

Regional Level

Regional Transportation Planning Affiliation 18

Regional Transportation Planning Affiliation 13

Regional Transportation Planning Affiliation 4

Soil and Water Conservation Districts

State Level
The Primary Stakeholders of @erridor Management R¥dhbe those organiq  State Historical Society of lowa

zations which are, or would be, directly responsible for protecting, enhangingowa Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
developing, and promoting the resources of the Western Skies Scenic Bywayowa Prairie Network
Corridor. These Primary Stakeholders are ultimately responsible for impl@- |owa Natural Heritage Foundation
menting the strategies, recommendations and tools set forthQothor National
Management PlaRrimary Stakeholders include officials and staff of the fo{]lo‘"i:ederal Highway Administration
INg: . ) L 1 Natural Resources Conservation Service
1 Local governments, public agencies, boards and commissions of thefevﬁﬁtional Park Service

counties and 18 cities and towns through which the Western Skies Sﬁeniﬁnvironmental Protection Agency

Byway passes; § U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

The authors of thi€orridor Management Riaw that virtually anyone with a
interest in the future of the Western Skies Scenic Byway will have-a stakgl
vested intereshat one level or another in tHdan For the general purpose of
distinguishing levels of interest, three broad categories of stakeholders ate s
gested:

1 Primary Stakeholders

1 Supporting Stakeholders
1 Constituent Stakeholders

= —a —a 8

1 Western lowa Tourism Region; .

¢ Golden Hills RC&D: 1 U.S. Forest Service

1 lowa Department of Transportation;

1 lowa Economic Development Authority; - ; )

1 lowa Department of Natural Resources: and In add_mon to the Primary and Supporting stakeholders, the_re are those people,
1 lowa Department of Cultural Affairs Constituent Stakeholders, who support the efforts of the Primary and Support-

ing Stakeholders by participating in volunteer activities, land management pro-
grams, marketing and business planning and other activities that focus on and

! : _ N _support the preservation, conservation and promotion of the Western Skies
Western Skies Scenic Byway Supporting Stakeholders are entities with agtyyiges j ¢ Byway Corri dor. The Scenic By

and programs that can directly and indirectly support the actions of the P§imaryng owners and managers
Stakeholders defined above. Important Supporting Stakeholders at the logal,gysiness owners and operators

regional, state and national levels include but are not limited to: 1 Interested individuals



Public involvement was encour agedTlhaet feovlelroywiprhga steh roefe t@wvea |Suceesn i acn dB ybwealyi
opment and continues through its implementation and operation stages. Léwath the input sessions, helped to form the vision and mission:
leaders in economic development, tourism, and business together with county
supervisors, engineers and conservation board directors served on county andin wesitcentral lowa, the Western Skies Scenic Byway travels 142
multicounty Scenic Byway committees. These committees were chargedwith mi | es fr om Stuart to Missour.i Vall
researching, identifying, evaluating and selecting routes for the Western Skies cultural and agricultural heritage. The rolling landscape defies the
Scenic Byway. Committee members were assisted by professionals with the lostareotype that lowa is entirely flat. The roadway is located in the
DOT, lowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA), lowa Department of Nat- Southern lowa Drift Plain, which consists of ancient glacial till eroded
ura Resources (DNR), lowa Sate Universty Extenson (ISU) and the Natural through the eons. This region contrasts with the flat, pethole
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). studded landscape just to the northeast formed by the more recent

Des Moines Lobe glacial advance.
Through a series of input sessions led by former byway coordinator Katy Ander-
son, stakeholders along the byway provided feedback regarding what makes The four byway counties were homesteaded by farmers who moved
Western Skies Scenic Byway a unique and attractive experience for travelers. from eastern states and by immigrant farmers from Germany, Den-
Emerging from these sessions were recurring overarching themes such as:  mark, and other northern European countries. Here Angus cattle

1 Returning downtown look and feel to days of old breeder W.A. McHenry and hybrid corn developer Roswell Garst

1 Clean and kept look and feetomplimented by conservation practices were pioneers in scientific farming practices that improved farm pro-

f Agricultural heritage and history duction throughout the world.

f Scenic, tranquil, and beautiful views and feelings

1 Cultural influences including Danish and German Today, prosperous farms, many of which are cultivated by the descendants
9 Love of the outdoors and all it has to offer of these pioneer agriculturalists, provide the landscape of the byway corri-
1 Pioneering and entrepreneurial spirit dor. The roadway curves and flows with the landscape, offering pleasant

views of terraced cornfields and vkeljpt farmsteads. Travelers seeking an

In a similar fashion to the collection of themes gathered, stakeholders were ask@grnative to the monotony of Interstate 80 will be rewarded by this
to envision the byway in an ideal state 10 years from now. Additionally, the ~ choice.

group came up with headlines they might like to see in newspapers as the byway
project moves forward through the years. Themes that emerged from these
conversations included:

More small businesses and entrepreneurial opportunities

Comprehensive inventories of offerings

More arts along the byway in various forms

A broader spectrum of eating establishments

Trail development and expansion of existing trails

Embracing technology for multiple uses

Marketing to target markets

Increased use of the byway

Staying in touch with historical roots and influences

]
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VISION, MISSION, GOALS AND
STRATEGIES

It is important that future planning, management, and implementation activities
for the Western Skies Scenic Byway are guided and supported by the vision,
mission, goals and strategies.

Vision

The byway's vision statement should provide a vivid explanation of
Western Skies Scenic Byway wants to be or accomplish in the future. It will be

referenced by future council members to guide decisions made for years to

come.

d corr

yway a

Mission

The mission statement will provide a more specific focus on how the vision will
be achieved, who it will benefit, and what the organization is doing in the pre-
sent.

w



Goals Long Term Goal§ (5-10 years)

In order to support the mission and pursue the vision of the Western Skies Bcdpnduct and collect comprehensive inventories of resources and amenities
Byway, a series of short term and long term goals were set. Paying close atter@long the byway _ _
to the themes and topics that emerged during the vision/mission sessions, The Develop concept of byway bike trail

goals include: 1 Explore byway visitor centers/kiosks at each end of the byway
1 Wireless connectivity available in each community
Short Term Goafs(3-5 years) . Research and roll out a byway app to assist travelers
1 Continued efforts on the part of small towns to renovate and improve fal Byway bus tour _ o
cades . Scenic overlooks constructed along byway showcasing expansive views

Continued efforts to present clean communities and farmsteads . - . :
g Promote outdoor recFr)eation opportunities Goals similar to the ones listed above will likely continue to emerge during stake-
1 Promote natural resources including tir_nber, woodlar_ld, prairie, and wiIJﬁ?é?heg mﬁign(?fiﬁgiywyg;ﬁg\?éi?ﬁ?veer:tir; h;:;gfs_rl;]sés"gIggglgg?ewgggr%\gve
T Encourage conservation and good agricultural practices along the byw int from which to grow more ideas and provide initial direction for people and
T Continue to be ©l owa Affabl e- organizations along the byway
1 Encourage small business development '
T Promote agricuitural heritag_e_and history along the byway The Western Skies Scenic ByWayridor Management Riam help Primary,
T Support and encourage agurism Supporting and Constituent Stakeholders manage, enhance, develop and protec
T Promote Art along the byway in multiple forms the resources of the Byway and its Corridor. In guiding the wadiatts a:
T Better promotion of lodging options _ 1 Reference for Scenic Byway and Corridor related data;
T Ramp up printed advertising and marketing 1 Framework for short and losigrm action;
T Continue and enhance digital marketing 1 Record of accomplishments in implementing the plan; and
2 Target marketing 1 Supplement to other sources of information on the Byway and Corridor.

Wayfinding and signage to attractions and amenities




_?trategll.eﬁth list of ls. stratedi i hi ith multiol . Through Western Skies Scenic Byway'
t'o accg:lrr;)p ISh the 1IS OTerloa ? E rr? elzgm partners 'ES(;N,[' mu .;P € %rg?nizafinances are tracked by the fiscal manager at Golden Hills goobfitcstatus
lons will b€ necessary. 1he stakeholder group worked 1o prioritiz€ the ISt Ofg  i1i7 64 1o pursue grants and funding. Additionally, a part time Byway Coordi-

_gi]_?]als Wr:"t%h Vt\)"" provide dlrectlont asto Wh'crt' %at[tnershgs |tjo cull_':!ﬁatg é'(r;é nator is staffed by Golden Hills RC&D through a sustainability agreement with
rougn the byway management agreement, between olden Hilis 2 DOT. This cohesive leadership is critical to the forward momentum of the

the lowa DOT, Western Skies Scenic Byway is able to utilize the organizaticgp

ﬁvay and initiatives outlined in this document. Volunteers will continue to be a
structure and 501(0)3 status of the RC&D to pursue grants. The RC&D aISOdriving force for the accomplishment of events and activities along the byway.
provides program direction and management.

Proposed marketing strategies suggest that the byway organization form or

In addition to focusing on funding the projects listed, a concerted effort to er%’trengthen relationships with partners such as County Boards of Supervisors,
gage city and county officials in projects, committees and the overall bywayCounty Conservation Boards, Western lowa Tourism Region, county tourism

group will help pave the way to more local support of the byway and its initi%\’nd economic development groups, the Byways of lowa Coalition and the By-

g}'gf&ﬁggﬁ?:igﬁf;gIcl)gee %rgg't'ﬁ]ed;ﬁncﬁ,ar\',ﬂ,fggrl},yegog'irgﬂﬁgtf,' ngﬁﬁﬁys of lowa Foundation. It encourages the Byway organization to capitalize or
9 y 9 yw yexisting partnerships and promotion resources and to continue hosting public

coordinator with support of local stakeholders. . events to increase awareness of the many opportunities along the Western
Regular meetings of the stakeholders and the byway council will help keep 9as Scenic Byway. With implementation of the pro@seitior Manage-

gress on track. The council will meet quarterly and stakeholders will meet alant PlanWhile some of the recommendations in this plan are already under-

_nually. Additional committee meetings may be needed when events and pr(\’ﬁ/ay, others will require a larger effort from the byway council and its stake-
jects are underway. holders




The Western Skies Scenic ByWayridor Management Pieaets the objec-
A corridor management plan is a locally developed and supported strategyitges listed above including those of the Federal Highway Administration. The
bal ance the conservation of a s c e@ofridor ayagemgnt Radie Westeih Skies Scenit 8yavayasla colledtidr of t
use and enjoyment of those same resources. It allows communities to considerr at egi es, recommendations and tool
all options about how they want to use a byway corridor, including conservgrincipal stakeholders for their use in protecting, enhancing, developing and
tion, enhancement, economic development, and tourism (Scenic America promoting the resources of the Scenic Byway and its Corridor.
1995). More specifically, the Western Skies Scenic Byaraiglor Management Plan

1 Provides an assessment of the Scen
According to the Feder al Hi ghway Adkddfcési stration's National Scenic By

Program: _ . f Identifies the need for additional public amenities as well as improvements
A corridor management plan, developed with community involvement, musp existing facilities,
be prepared for the scenic byway corridor proposed for national designf- pevelops standards and recommendations for signs, interpretive sites and
tion. I't should provide for the ctgpcycpégblgté/sgsgdcigtéuwimrﬁhgchnqbgya,\,gyg:ement of t he
intrinsic qualities as well as the promotion of tourism and economic developresents model land use tools for the Scenic Byway Corridor; and
ment. The plan should provide an effective management strategy to b%ﬁ”@?ecommends actions to develop the tourism potential of the Scenic Byway.
these concerns while providing or the users' enjoyment of the bywa
Government Federal Register 26759, 1995). Similar to establishing the Western Skies Scenic Byway it<ifritier Man-

) ) o ) agement Plavas developed with the participation and support of local commu-
Corridor management plans help direct the activities along a scenic bywayities, organizations and agencies directly responsible for managing the re-
order to protect, enhance and develop the resources of the byway and its g@jyrces of the Scenic Byway and its Corridor. Many representatives of these
ridor. Community groups, agencies and others responsible for the byway ggfities were listed in the stakeholder section or comprise the Western Skies
efficiency of resources expended to manage the byway and corridor. Acti\gsitors to complete thelan Professionals with numerous public agencies and

public involvement in the management deeisaking process increases COM-private organizations assisted the Scenic Byway Management Team in preparin
munity pride in, appreciation for, and support of the qualities and features gfie Corridor Management Plan

the scenic byway and its corridor.

Implementation of the Western Skies Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan
will be an evolving and continuous process. As such, the Plan is a flexible and
adaptive document that responds to and reflects changes in the Scenic Byway
Corridor.



Western Skies Scenic Byway
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INTRINSIC QUALITIES AND
SCENIC BYWAYS
In addition to the six intrinsic qualities listed above, experts have recently began

Scenic byways are roadways that travel through corridors possessing signfigaf¥wiledging the presence of a seventh intrinsic quality, the human quality, be-
tangible and intangible resources (natural and huvade resources or fea- 5 e of the important role that peaple play in protecting, managing and promot-

tures). These special resources aiﬁgﬁ%e fesoGr&e€ o theSbywAyhs. Wi disCusibr! of eAdh bf thé intfihsidghalities
|

They are the most important features that distinguish the character of the sc udes a brief statement of ©What

byway corridor. More specifically, intrinsic qualities are defined as being (%&Qa'management and protection. Actions recommended to enhance and
ernment Federal Register 26759, 1995): protect each of the intrinsic quali:t

Natural ment Actions:- section of the Corrido
Scenic
Historic
Archeological
Cultural
Recreational

=a =4 =8 & -8 -9

They are features of any area that are considered:
1 Representative

1 Unique

1 Irreplaceable

1 Distinctly characteristic

Intrinsic qualities are th
management. The selection of roadways as part of a sceni
way depends on the presence of one or more intrinsic quali
The Federal Highway Admini
Program has guidelines for designation of roadways to bec
scenic byways in areas that possess certain intrinsic qualiti
gualify as a National Scenic Byway a roadway corridor mus
sess at least one of the six intrinsic qualities. Management ¢
scenic byway corridor strives to balance the use and conse
of its intrinsic qualities. A corridor management plan presen
strategies and identifies mechanisms that communities, puk
agencies and private organizations can use to develop, enhance :
and protect a scenic byway corrido rornsic qualities.




The western edge of the Western Skies Scenic
Byway Corridor features an especially unique landform, the Loess Hills. The
National Park Service has designhated more than 10,000 acres of the Loess Hills
Natural quality applies to those 2 dhNatopaiNatyral Lagdpark, 2,980 acreg of thigdesiggatiqn ies ip el ittle
scape that exist in a relatively undisturbed state. These features predate tR4dKPMith Lake site in Harrison County.
val of human populations and may include geological formations, fossils, land-

form, water, vegetation and wildlife. There may be evidence of human activity" \ ugeDeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, one of the US Fish
but the natural features reveal minimal disturbances (U.S. Government Fégersl Wil dlife Service's most outstand
Register 26761, 1995). of Harrison County just outside of Missouri Valley. The 9,800 acre refuge is a

’ maj or resting area in the nation's <c

The Western Skies Scenic Byway features national, state, county and privaigratory waterfowl. The refuge protects significant Missouri River floodplain
public parks and recreation areas for travelers to enjoy. These great natJ@gources and provides a variety of recreational opportunities associated with
resources include a National Natural Landmark, National Wildlife Refuge, [Bgativer. A visitor center and museum at the Refuge interprets important natu-

Parks, State Forests, State Preserves, Wildlife Management Areas, Coufi@p cultural and historic resources of the region. The Steamboat Bertrand Ex-
Parks, Land trusts, and Recreational Trails. hibit showcases more than 500,000 artifacts excavated from the Bertrand,

which sank in the Missouri River in 1965.

. i . ) ) ‘ The Pisgah and Mondamin Units of the Loess Hills State Forest
Increased public awareness will help accomplish this protection of the Scerug o up about 3 ?00 acres in Harrison County. The entire forest is open tﬁ
3,60 . , o

Byway Corridor®s natural qgsedodn ty 'hunting&@eﬁt Wwithih 800 Fafdd of restiéncel dhé theth@afidtiartérdlareh.
©Corridor Devel oCovaor Mandgenent glafisaddress friale i@ 38 miles of trails open to hiking, nature study, and cross country ski-

the need to: ing. The unique geology of the Loess Hills and the rare species of flora and fau-

T Improve the public's enjoyment @Hskeitadhdptildr SpbtFolrdtlr®18ver® f Tresources that
tribute to the unique natural quality of the Western Skies Scenic Byway

Corridor; and Harrison County has over 3,600 acres in 15 dif-
ferent Wildlife Management Areas featuring grassland, wetland, marsh, timber,
and bottomland forest. Because of th

f Scenic & Natural Resources Map Harrison County that are accessible only by River, including a 20 acre island.
1 Rare Flora and Fauna Table

1 Landform Regions Map V&W Peterson WMA is 453 acres of upland habitat in Shelby County that fea-
1 Natural Areas Maps tures deer, pheasant, rabbit, quail, and dove.

There are 9 WMA's in Guthrie County
prairie, timber, marsh, and a lake.



Harrison County Conservation Board manages 18 County parks The FBone Trail runs through Audubon County, from the

and wildlife areas with over 1,800 acres. Available facilities include . ; . ;
campgrounds, shower houses, rental cabins, boat ramps, picnic shelters $gf Audubon south 21 miles through Hamlin, Exira, and Brayton into Cass
tx. It is managed by the local county conservation boards. The former

grounds, trails, a beach, museum and welcome center. Conservation ed Cc‘)’fl ad righibf-way will eventually connect to Atlantic. The surface is mostl
programs are also offered throughout the year, and the Nature Encounter@éﬁ- g Y y ' y

ter at Willow Lake has natural history displays and live animals. asphalt, with a fgw miles of concrete and is open to walkers, joggers, bicyclists,
crosscountry skiiers, and rollerbladers.

n%%!{'zg:coon River Valley Trail is 89 total miles of concrete or asphalt on a for-
%F railroad righof-way. Bicyclists, joggers, walkers, skaters, campers, cross

over 700 acres in Shelby County. The County Conservation Board mai
64 campsites and has a cooperative agreement with the lowa DNR for a
ralist to provide the Nature Learning Program for the County and at Prairi
Rose State Park.

There are 10 individual parks, natural areas, and recreation areas encom%
ntal

8ountry skiiers, birdwatchers, hunters, fishermen, naturalists, and snowmobilers
are welcome to use at least portions of the trail. The trail is collectively owned
and managed by the Greene, Guthrie, and Dallas County Conservation Boards.

Audubon County owns and operates the 444 acre Littlefield Recreation Argage
which includes a 70 acre lake. The County Conservation Board offers yea$s
round environmental education programs, free kayaking and paddle board &
on weekends throughout the summer, three rentable shelters, two shower
buildings, modern bathrooms, and nearly 100 campsites.

The Guthrie County Conservation Board currently manages over 1,100 aci
14 individual parks, wildlife areas, historic sites, and a portion of the Raccao
River Valley Trail. Available facilities include campgrounds, canoe access:
ters, playgrounds, the Guthrie County Historical Village, and more.

0

N oA o A ;
Photo éredit: fragc¢onr|vervalleytrall.org

2 4



Up-to-date trail information is available at

WhiterockConservancy.org

WhiterOCk Conservancy iS a 51500 acre Mlt T:)aal:-:lqead | \ whlterock Please stay on the trails. Do not ride on wet trails.

land trust that balances sustainable agriculture, natural resourc Leave no trace and let wildife be wild.
tection and public recreation. The landscape is a mix of savani
rolling pastures, native and restored prairies, wetlands, riversid:

bluffs, fishing ponds, crop ground, and unique historic, geologi

City Pool &
Disc Golf

o H
i
to

Carroll County
Conservation

archaeological sites. Whiterock features 16 miles of bike opti
single track trails, 15 miles of shared use trails, and is construc
miles of equestrian trails. Canoes and kayaks are available to
for paddling the Middle Raccoon River. Primitive or electric
campsites are available as well as cottages or single rooms.

Questions? Contactus at 712-684-2697 ext. 102
or guestinfo@whiterockconservancy.org

Legend

m Venues & Accommodations
Closed Dec. 2-3 for Huntlng
Double Track

Town Loop Trail

Historic District & ‘ P Steve Garst Trail

Hollyhock Cottage v i 1436 HWY 141 Mountain Bike
1390 HWY 141 | : N N | |

i Equestrian .

Carroll County Trail  [FJER

Parks and Wildlife Areas

Roadside &
Sculpture Park

&2

Garst Farmhouse

Trail Length & Difficulty

Difficulty Ranking: - Easy, - Medium a
M: Main Loop Trail - 97 miles- @ | <%
Town Loop Trail - 32 miles- @ <>t =
Steve Garst Trail - 22 miles- @ = =
805 Spur - 0.8 miles- @ @ <
Redrock Spur - 0.7 miles- @ (&)
Eastem Spur - 0.9 miles- @ S i
Prairie Spur - 04 miles- ® Agorluc&t:;al o '(“Ilggse&g?hpg{)wnd
1: Little Dipper Trail - 21 miles- @ Cab c
2: Big Dip;:rTraiI - 34 miles- W i & Parking Hoxte (1s0en bk >1)
3: Shooting StarTrail - 1.0 miles- W
4: Riverside Trail - 0.9 miles- ®

5: Long Creek Trail - 46 miles- B

6: Bobcat Trail - 13 miles- |
7. Pond HopperTrail - 1.1 miles- &
8. Sunrise Trail - 0.6 miles- @
A Whitetail Trail - 1.0 miles- @

B: Bluebell Trail - 1.7 miles- @ wf ) - Clifb T3l : The Eastern Spur, White Oak, &
C: White Oak Trail - 1.2 miles- @ ‘ Bluebell Trail will be closed. The

D: Bobolink Trail - 12 miles- @ 7 area will also be closed Dec.
E: Redrock Clnmb Trail - 0.4 miles- ® . o) ” £ 23 for hunting

712-790-8221 | gquestinfo@whiterockconservancy.org

River House Bam, 3
Woodland Carriage House
(1313 Fig Ave) . :
& River Campground Star Field ) 7 777, Bumed Nov. 25 - Stay out
- (1314 Fig Ave) Campground / v /7, as trails not yet cleared

=]A I @ INTE

s i [y 3 il . ;
(peates vay 2016 I | mile




Derald W. Dinesen Prairie is a-26re native tallgrass prairie remnant. It is I&heeder Prairie is a-26re tallgrass prairie in Guthrie County, located five miles
cated six miles northeast of Harlan in northeastern Shelby County. Realizimgst of Guthrie Center. The property was purchased in 1961 by the lowa Con-
that the lowa prairie was nearly a thing of the past, Derald Dinesen purchasedhtion Commission from Oscar and Clara Sheeder, the son and dadghter
the area in 1943 and it was dedicated in 1977 as a biological state preserasv bithe original homesteader. It was dedicated as a biological state preserve
told reporters at the dedication: in 1968.
| guess the reason | set aside the land was based on instinct. The
instinct to leave something behind for posterity of what you believ&Sheeder Prairie lies within the Southern lowa Drift Plain, a landform region of
in. | just wanted to see and have others see the beauty of the landjasitly rolling terrain. Over 200 plant species can be found in this preserve, in-
it existed years ago when the Indians roamed [the land]. cluding thirty grasses. The prairie hilltops and slopes contain big and little
bluestem, porcupine grass, and prairie dropseed along with leadplant, rosin-
Derald Dinesen's gravestone can hveed praigewilownandrddmot. Praife pldok, galderealexanders, flowaring  f
vantage point a wonderful overlook of the preserve can be seen. Two stoRpurge, rattlesnake master, purple and4)eaded coneflower are also com-
benches within the parking area are placed in memory of Dean L. Frederigi@on]he wooded ravines are dominated by box elder, wild plum, and black
a prairie advocate from the area. In 1983, the preserve came under contratbfl | ow. | n t he s pr i n4potviget, prairie viset, f al s e
the Shelby County Conservation Board. lousewort, and hoary puccoon are among the first plants to begin blooming. By
May, ground plum, indigo bush, Bkyed grass, prairie ragwort, tall green milk-
The gentlyolling native prairie, with its lo&spped ridges typical of the westweed, prairie larkspur, and yellow stargrass join the display. Prairie loosestrife,
ern portion of the Southern lowa Drift Plain, was formerly hayed every falbutterfly weed, purple prairie clover, compass plant, ironweed, wild bergamot,
ridge crosses the preserve from west to east with a gradual eastward draitoaugd blazing star, and prairie blazing star can be found in June and July. Nod-
toward the wide valley of the West Nishnabotna River covered wittdvgtistd i ng | adi es' t r e s s élke astevlshowyegoldearade , s
prairie grasses. Porcupine grass and prairie horsetail are seen here, alongnaitta goldenrod, smooth goldenrod, and downy gentian bloom during the fall
Junegrass, sideoats grama, Indian grass, and Canada wild rye. Forbs arexaimths.
dant and showy during the growing season, with at least 114 species of plants.
In the spring, beautiful swells of prairie phlox, indigo bush, hoary puccadrAlthial of sixtyhine species of birds can be found here, with tergyhesting
eyed grass, | dootvieletwave acrosathedraile folldwedon a regular basis. Nearly thAseirths of the nesting species are woodland
by the summer flowers of Canada anemone, rattlesnake master, prairie tp@gejes. Two grassland species, the bobolink and grasshopper sparrow, nest
prairie coreopsis, leadplant, New Jersey tea, compass plant, and gayfeatspnradically. Several preferring the woodland edge habitat found here include
Fall's flora includes sever al a s tgraycathird, bastarzkingbgd, lsowmathrasheiHwsastad grosheakardd s u n f
goldenrod. headed woodpecker, downy woodpecker, blackcapped chickadee, Baltimore
oriole, northern cardinal, house wren, and American goldfinch.
The prairie is excellent habitat for prairie species of birds such as bobolink,
dickcissel, meadowlarks, vesper sparrow, and upland sandpiper. Many small
mammals inhabit this prairie. Some of the more common ones include prairie
vole, meadow vole, thirtedmed ground squirrel, whailed jackrabbit, and
eastern cottontail.
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Located in Guthrie County, Springbrook State Park has something for every-
As one of the most attractive outdoor recreational experiences in one. The state acquired the park in 1926 and most of the buildings were con-
Western lowa, Prairie Rose State Park offers a variety of recreation and stmicted by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s. Nearly 12
servation opportunities along its rolling hills and glistening lake. Fiset22 miles of multuise trails for hiking, cressuntry skiing, and snowmobiling lead
park features approximately seven miles of Zns#titrails. There are a varietyhrough 930 acres of prairie and woodland abound with wildlife. Almost every
of things to do as you stroll along to spot wildlife, hike, bikeZmassry ski, ki nd of bird that visits | owa can be
snowmobile, or walk along the shoreline interpretive trail. Th&a2d8lake home to deer, red and gray fox, coyote, raccoon, beaver, muskrat and wild
offers jetties for fishing bass, channel catfish, bluegill, or crappie, with fisturlean- Hunting is also allowed within the park in designated areas during spe-
ing stations nearby. Boat Ramps are available to take a boat out on the ve#fierhunting seasons. There is a sandy beach and boat ramp (electric motors
with a newake restriction. Swimming is also an excellent way to relax andabglon the 17 acre spridigd lake as well as a boat ramp on the Middle Rac-
in the sun on the designated beach area. Picnic areas are available throwgglmsuRiver. Largemouth bass, sunfish, catfish, bluegill, and crappie can be
the park along with an open shelter for reservation. Niinaty)campsites are caught in the lake or river, and fish cleaning stations are provided nearby, For
availablEelectric, nolectric, and full ho@psEwell as two seasonal cabingday use, there are two large open picnic shelters available for reservation. The
Prairie Rose State Park received its name from a small town called VillagE26fpad campground has both electric and primitive sites, a dump station,
Prairie Rose which was once located near the present park location. Plamsddern showers and restrooms. Available-y&and, the Sherburne House is
Prairie Rose were initiated in the 1930s, however, construction of the dara fourbedroom, threebathroom, twaliving room facility with full kitchen that
started in 1958 with the park dedication taking place in 1962. sleeps 10 to 14. Near the campground you can find the camp store, a basket-

ball court, horseshoe pits, a sand volleyball pit, and concessions.
STATE PARK

[ SHELTER

-~ HIKING TR,
DUMP STATION NATURE & SNOWMOBILE TRAIL
PARK OFFICE OWMOBILE TRAIL

EXPLORE IOWA STATE PARKS!

Founded in 1920, lowa's state park system boasts 87 state parks
for you to explore and enjoy.

Surrounded by scenic hills, Prairie Rose State Park was named for the
small Village of Prairie Rose, once located nearby. The park opened in

o@>Baln

1962 following construction of the dam that created Prairie fiose
Lake. A focal point of the park, the lake offers fishing, swimeing, and
boating. Make the mast of your visit to one of the most attractive
cutdoor recreation aress in western kowa,

PUBLIC HUNTING AREA

i&— BOUNDARY LINE

7
MY &

am

FORESTRY
DEMONSTRATION AREAS

A THNNING

8 EHELTER WOOD

€ CLEAR-CUT

D STAND CONVERSION

1“4 112 ml

1320 2640 Rt

SPRINGBROOK




Scenic & Natural Resources

Western Skies Scenic Byway Interpretive Master Plan
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Within Harrison County, there are currently 23 rare flora and fauna species listed under the state status. Thirteensgezisds£a@ncern five are threat-
ened, and 5 are endangered. Of those twmge species one is listed as threated and two are listed as endangered oratlstaeddevel
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Within Shelby County, there are currently three rare flora and Fauna species listed under the state status. Two $geetsl aeoern and one is listed as threatened. Of
those three species, one is listed as threatened under the federal status level.
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Within Audubon County, there are currently five rare flora and fauna species listed under the state status. Fourasdoeonfepeand one is listed as endangered. None are
listed under the federal status level.
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Within Guthrie County, there are currently tweifityir rare flora and fauna species listed under the state status. Ten spetisgegial concern, six are
threatened, and eight are endangered. Of those tvieatyspecies one is listed as threatened and one is listed as endantexddderal status level.
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The state of Ilowa has seven major | aHadisonGountysalgpithg anly countyalpng theybyveay thap lies pardy avighin dhe Migs n
The Western Skies Scenic Byway Corridor includes four of these distinct landforg@uri Alluvial Plain of fowa, with about dhied of the county within this landform re-

gion. lowa has many rivers meandering throughout, eroding and depositing sediment
called alluvium on their adjoining plains. Backwater sloughs and oxbow lakes, on larger
floodplains, mark former channel meanders. Most rivers originated during melting of
various ice sheets that covered most of lowa at some time. Some alluvial plains appear
unusually wide for their river's size, owing to the large volume @vatelt floods that

once flowed through them. During the various glacial periods of lowa, rivers carved the

LANDFORM REGIONS OF IOWA

state's valleys and filled them with | ay
rivers draining lowa's | andscape today r
___, o sl opes, to the broad Missouri and Missi s

western borders. Only these largest segments stand out as the Alluvial Plains region.

Harrison County has about affeird of the county within this landform region, along

with all of Shelby and Audubon County and nearly three quarters of Guthrie County.

The Southern lowa Drift Plain region is dominated by glacial deposits left by ice sheets
that extended south into Missouri over 500,000 years ago. The deposits were carved

by deepening episodes of stream erosion so that only a horizon line of hill summits
marks the oncgontinuous glacial plain. Numerous rills, creeks, and rivers branch out
across the landscape shaping the old glacial deposits into steeply rolling hills and valleys.
: A mantle of loess drapes the upper hill slopes. The terrain is well suited for water im-
poundments. With most of the land surface sloping toward a dramggthe terrain

of this region develops a sense of enclosure while traveling among its hills. The drift plain
views extend to the next hilke or bend in the road unless you are traveling along a
ridgetop and get a glimpse of the gently rolling landscape beyond.

Harrison County is the only county along the byway that lies partly within the Loess

Hills of lowa, with about odird of the county within this landform region.

Up to fifteen miles wide, 200 miles long, and over 200 feet thick, windblown silt k@ahrie County is the only county along the byway that lies in the Des Moines Lobe,

as loess creates a distinct, unique landscape. About 640,000 acres of land in westiéghrabout ong&juarter of the county within this landform region.

lowa constitutes the Loess Hills landform. Loess is predominantly composed-of cldeelgst glacier to enter lowa advanced in a series of surges beginning just 15,000 years
packed grains of quartz. The silt, ground by glaciers, was carried down the Miss@agb and reached its southern limit, the site of modern day Des Moines, 14,000 years
River by seasonal n#ater floods. During drier periods, especially between 28,008g0. By 12,000 years ago, the ice sheet had dissipated, leaving behind a poorly drained
and 12,000 years ago, vast quantities of loose silt were swept from the broad vallegdeaape of pebbly deposits from the stagnant decaying ice, sand and gravel from swift-
reZleposited, with its deepest accumulation along its leeward margins. Subsequéyflemsing meEvater streams, as well as clay and peat from glacial lakes. Today, broadly
sion has sculpted the gritty yellowish to grayish tan deposits into an array of peakedritsbands of ridges and knobby hills set among irregular ponds and wetlands punc-
and narrow ridge crests with steep diverging side slopes. These deposits in westteratéotlna otherwissubtle terrain of this recentiyaciated landscape. The movement of

are very porous, lightweight, and easily eroded. Loess is sometimes referred to dbe continental glaciers was one of the most significant geologic processes to affect the

©sugar clay- because when it is satulroawae dl and secraopdee.s Monsaty dfi kteh es udgeaprosi t s uno
Although deposits of loess are found across the world, nowhere else but China angaterials known as drift, moved here by glaciers. The Des Moines Lobe lacks a cover of
those deposits found higher than they are in lowa. windblown silt resulting in an exceptionally clear picture of the land surface nearly as the

ice left it.



Landform Regions Maps
Harrison and Shelby Counties
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Audubon and Guthrie Counties
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Natural Areas Maps
Harrison County
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Natural Areas Maps

Shelby County
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Natural Areas Maps
Audubon County
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Natural Areas Maps
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Viewshed mapping for the Western Skies Scenic Byway Corridor was per-
formed during development of t®rridor Management PRamiewshed is a
The intrinsic quality of scenery is defined as the heightened visual experigoegtitative measure of distance seen from a given point on the Scenic Byway.
derived from the view of natural and human made elements of the visual envi-
ronment of the scenic byway corridor. Scenic quality refers to the characteitgsvshed maps, together with qualitative assessments of scenic resources such
tics of the landscape that are strikingly distinct and offer a pleasing and magsthe results of visual perception studies, provides additional guidance for the
memorable visual impression. All elements of the landscape, including latudfation and management of developed site facilities, or amenities. Similarly,
water, vegetation and humarade development, contribute to the intrinsic viewshed maps will assist with the development and implementation of land use
quality of the corridor's visual stategies desigheth® preserve(and.efhance@e scenic gualyroftthe E@rritier.r
26761, 1995).
In March of 2017 a Visual Assessment funded by an lowa DOT Transportation
Enhancement Grant was completed by Northeast lowa RC&D. This LIiDAR

Scenic quality in the Byway Corridor is comprised of the unique combinafibi9af Detection and Ranging) data is created when a laser beam shot from a

natural, historic, cultural, archeological and recreational resources on theP/j8&0r vehicle towards the ground or buildings and a series of sensors collect

ern Skies. As such, understanding and enjoying this scenic quality will coRé@sation about how long it takes for the beam to return to the vehicle.

to a greater awareness of, and a@pghPééi ¥ipypliapralygéscofrihegr WoSBt &

qualities. Implementation of spe &rmatenthatwilhelp fhem idenfity prigriyargas plopg teed\>ph for fangd,

Acti ons - <eridoriManageraeht Plath e or easement acquisition; and provide a valuable resource to city and county

1 Increase and improve opportunities for the public to view and appreciﬁfgc'als regarding planning and zoning decisions v_wthm the visual co_rrldor or
those resources that contribute to the Western Skies Scenic Byway Cori-¢ wshed. - (Western Skies Scenic Byw

dor's scenic quality; and

1 Protect and enhance areas that possess resources representative of i€ sggual Assessment provided information about the topography within a

nic Byway Corridor's scenic qu i ert‘my r_adius o_f the byway, the different types of land use in the V|ewsh_ed,
and an entire section was devoted to proposed overlook locations and their

The Visual Assessment also identifies issues and strategies to help identfiP¥3geds:

conserve High Value Areas (views that are most valued along the byway) and
techniques for successful viewshed management.
1 Byway Viewshed and Points of Interest Map
1 Byway Viewshed and Scenic Overlook Inventory Maps by County



Viewshed and Points of Interest
Western Skies Scenic Byway Visual Assessment
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Viewshed and Scenic Overlook Inventory Maps

Harrison County
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Viewshed and Scenic Overlook Inventory Maps
Audubon County
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L . . - . ‘ Through the National Register of Histor-
Historic quality encompasses legacies of the past that are distinctly assomaﬁc?g%s’ the National Park Service provideg special recognitic?n of specific re-

phyS'C?" e'?m?”ts. .Of the landscape, whether natl_JraI or human made, tha_t AB Y ces for their significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, en
such historic significance that they educate the viewer and stir an appreciatig uﬂ%g and culture. These resources contribute to an understanding of the his

_the past. The historic elements reflect the actions of people_ qnd may |r_1clud cultural foundations of the nation in general and the W estern Skies Soenic
ings, settlement patterns and other examples of human activity. Historic featylr

can be inventoried, mapped and interpreted. They posses integrity of locati
sign, setting, material, workmanship, feeling and association (United States
ment Federal Register 26761, 1995).

y corridor in particular. There are a total of 40 individual sites in the corri-
r-on the National Register of Historic Places, as well as 5 Historic Districts.
& Tre listed by county in following tables.

The Harrison County His-

torical Village museum complex is straight out of the 1800s, with an original log
National recognition for many of the resources in the Scenic Byway Corridoicabin, general store, and school. In 1920, Preston A. Niles came to Harrison

firms the exceptional quality of historic features and events on the byway. A€ount to purchase the old Duer Orchard and began his collection of western Ic
as the natural and scenic qualities it possesses, the rich intrinsic historic qualityasfifacts. In 1937, he arranged for an original 1800s log cabin that was loca
the Corridor contributes to the r elgrigtheSkenk RiveringStos Caultyatas be mdvedrand aebuilt nextttd his applé
traveling public. Specific acti on rcham aldngHighway 30n0nt year laterG® apeneddt asra miseumedispiayir
section of theCorridor Management R¥@dhaddress the need to: his modest collection of artifacts. As years passed, more buildings were built ot
f Increase the public's enjoyment rmoned (asimtbdeecass dfthensdhoat) o the facjlity ana lundreds pfraifaces wer
cess to, resources that comprise the historic quality of the Western Skies@eeted, purchased, and traded. With almost every collection is a painting by
nic Byway Corridor; Niles showing how the artifacts were used. He operated the Niles Museum for

f Continue to identify, research, interpret, promote and obtain national recogeri-30 years, selling it to the Harrison County Conservation Board in 1969.
tion for features and events that contribute to the historic quality of the SH€HIB has continually expanded and improved upon the facilities and collection

Byway Corridor; and with the Welcome Center officially opening in May of 1989.
1 Utilize diverse types of communication media to tell the history of the Scenic
Byway Corridor. This beautiful-dcre complex features 12 build-

ings, a Milwaukee caboose, numerous exhibits, and thousands of artifacts from
1850 to the early 20th century. Guthrie County Historical Village is located on
the southwest side of Panora, just a few blocks from historic Lenon Mill Park. It
a countywide project that began with the acquisition of the Panora Depot in
1968. They provide many fun and educational events and tours throughout the
year.

{1 National Register of Historic Places Tables
1 Historical Resources Maps



National Register of Historic Places
Harrison County

Historic Site Address City Category
Dunlap Public Library lowa and 8th Streets Dunlap National Register of Historic Placeg
Haner, William Polygonal Barn County Rd. L16 Pisgah National Register of Historic Placeg
Harrison County Courthouse 111 N. 29 Ave. Logan National Register of Historic Places
Harrison County Jail 121 E. 6th St. Logan National Register of Historic Places
Missouri Valley Public Library 119 N. 5th St. Missouri Valley National Register of Historic Placeg

Murray General Merchandise Store/Murray Hall

Jct. of Mulberry and Second Stre

btlittle Sioux

National Register of Historic Placeg

Old Harrison County Courthouse 401 Locust Magnolia National Register of Historic Places
State Savings Bank/Harrison Mutual Insurance Associatior} 312 E. 7" St. Logan National Register of Historic Places
Wheeler, John R., Jr., House/Immaculate 407 S. 3rd St. Dunlap National Register of Historic Placeg
Conception Convent

Woodbine Public Library/Carnegie Public Library 58 5th St. Woodbine National Register of Historic Placeg

Photo Credit: Ken West
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Shelby County

Historic Site Address City Category
Harlan Courthouse Square Commercial District Market, &, 7 and Court St around Courthouse| Harlan Historic District
Square

Saint Boniface Catholic Church District Three blocks N of Co. Rd. F32 Westphalia Historic District

Andersen, Nels B., House 2105 Pleasant St. Elk Horn National Register of Historic Places
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad Stone Arch Viadyicd.5 miles NW of jct. of St. F66 and Hackberry Rd. | Shelby National Register of Historic Places
Christiansen, Jens Otto, Hq @9®0olkgedhget e mor ' s House Elk Horn National Register of Historic Places
Floral Hall 314 4" St. on Shelby County Fairgrounds Harlan National Register of Historic Places
Harlan Public Library 1203 7th St. Harlan National Register of Historic Places
Hess, J.C, Lumber Shed Railway St. E. side Earling National Register of Historic Places
Irwin Consolidated School North St. Irwin National Register of Historic Places
Larsen, Chris, House 4215 Main St. Elk Horn National Register of Historic Places
Poldberg, Chris, Farmstead/Big Rock Stock Frm 0.5 mi So. of IA 44 on Wolf Creek Jacksonville National Register of Historic Places
Rewerts, George House 306 8" Ave. Defiance National Register of Historic Places
Shelby County Courthouse 7" and Court Streets Harlan National Register of Historic Places
St. Paul's Episcopal Chur ch | 712 Farnam St. Harlan National Register of Historic Places




Audubon County

p

Historic Site Address City Category
Audubon County Courthouse/PWA Docket |IA 1586 | 318 Leroy St. Audubon Nation Register of Historic Place$
Audubon Public Library City Park Audubon Nation Register of Historic Place$
Audubon County Courthouse/K.P. Hall, Knights of Pythi#&¥ashington and Kilworth St. Exira Nation Register of Historic Place$
Bennedsen, Boldt, and Hansen Building/Twenstrup | Main St. Kimballton Nation Register of Historic Place$
Bethany Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church 1.5 mi N. of IA 44. 1 mi. E. of Co. Rd. M66 Kimballton Nation Register of Historic Place$
Bush, John D., House 219 N. Kilworth Exira Nation Register of Historic Place$
Hansen, Andrew P. farmstead Between IA 44 and Co Rd. P58, on Little Elkhorn €Brayton Nation Register of Historic Place$
Immanuel Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church W. Second St. E. side Kimballton Nation Register of Historic Place
Jorgensen, Hans J. Barn Jct. of IA 44 and Main St. Kimballton Nation Register of Historic Place
Kimballton Commercial District Jct. of Alfred and Main St. Kimballton Historic District
Kimballton West 2-West 3¢ Street Residential District | Roughly, W. 2 St. from IA 44 to So. of Odense St | Kimballton Historic District
and W. 3¢ St. from IA 44 to Esbeck St.
Koch, Hans M, House /Brickyard Residence IA 173, W. side, .5 mi. So. of Kimballton Kimballton Nation Register of Historic Place$
Larsen, Jens T. , House 103 Main St. Kimballton Nation Register of Historic Place$
Poplar Rural District Roughly area from Poplar S and W to Wolf Cr. Jacksonville Historic District
Guthrie County
Historic Site Address City Category
All Saints Catholic Church /Historic All Saints 420 N. Fremont Stuart National Register of Historic Places
Crestsinger, John House 1363 Burl Ln. Coon Rapids National Register of Historic Places
Masonic Temple Building 1311 N. 29 St. Stuart National Register of Historic Places
Octagon Barn, Richland Township Off IA 141 Jamaica National Register of Historic Places
PanoraLinden High School/Guthrie County High School Bounded by Main, Vine, Market arnéi3t. Panora National Register of Historic Places

Springbrook State Park, Civilian Conservation Corps Area/King Park

Jct. of 1A 384 and Co. Hwy. F25

Guthrie Center

National Register of Historic Places
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