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8.

9.

lowa Food Systems Councit Value-Added Processing Training — February 14, 2014

General Action Steps for Producers to
Process in Existing Licensed Kitchens

Determine which products will be processed, if they are shelf-stable, and where
they will be sold — who will be the intended customer.

Write out the step-by-step process for each product.

Talk with Department of Inspections and Appeals to determine which licenses will
be required and what other requirements there are.

Complete required and/or desired food safety training.

Seek out a kitchen to work with. Consider which products are being processed, as
well as licensing of the kitchen and equipment, refrigeration, freezer space, and dry
storage available for your use.

Check with insurance agent about insurance needs with processing and product
storage (if applicable).

Develop a rental agreement for use between the kitchen and the producer and
have your lawyer review the document.

Department of Inspections and Appeals reviews recipes, food safety procedures to
be followed during processing, and all other requirements.

Develop a promotional piece for your value-added processing products, and
market your new business.

10. Implement processing on a limited basis at first and expand as appropriate.







