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Golden Hills Resource Conservation & 
Development

ÅMission: To develop and promote sustainable cultural and 
conservation projects that enhance quality of life and preserve 
the assets of rural western Iowa. 



Source: https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/files/hidden-page/files/iowas_forest_ecosystems_color_handout.pdf

Source: Packard & Mutel, The Tallgrass Restoration Handbook: For Prairies, Savannas, and Woodlands

https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/files/hidden-page/files/iowas_forest_ecosystems_color_handout.pdf


Source: https://wildwillpower.org/amazing-resources-for-homesteaders/native-animals-who-need-recovery/prairie-restoration

https://wildwillpower.org/amazing-resources-for-homesteaders/native-animals-who-need-recovery/prairie-restoration


Source: https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/files/hidden-page/files/iowas_forest_ecosystems_color_handout.pdf

aŀƴȅ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ ϧ ŦƻǊōǎΧ

Å>300 prairie plant species
Åhundreds more species of 

fungi, insects, birds, 
mammals, reptiles, etcΧ

https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/files/hidden-page/files/iowas_forest_ecosystems_color_handout.pdf


ΧǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ǘŀƭƭ ƎǊŀǎǎ όŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜƎǳƳŜύ



Source: https://wildwillpower.org/amazing-resources-for-
homesteaders/native-animals-who-need-recovery/prairie-restoration

https://wildwillpower.org/amazing-resources-for-homesteaders/native-animals-who-need-recovery/prairie-restoration


Grazing & fire 

Photo source: https://blog.nature.org/science/2014/02/03/bison-good-cattle-bad-a-prairie-ecologists-perspective/bison-at-the-nature-conservancys-broken-kettle-grasslands-iowa-loess-hills/

https://blog.nature.org/science/2014/02/03/bison-good-cattle-bad-a-prairie-ecologists-perspective/bison-at-the-nature-conservancys-broken-kettle-grasslands-iowa-loess-hills/


Source: https://www.inhf.org/blog/blog/remnant-prairie-a-closer-look-at-iowas-rarest-landscape/

1830s-1850s (original land survey) 2009 Land Cover

https://www.inhf.org/blog/blog/remnant-prairie-a-closer-look-at-iowas-rarest-landscape/


Types of prairie

ÅRemnant, restoration, reconstruction
ÅғлΦм҈ ƻŦ LƻǿŀΩǎ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΤ Ҕрл҈ 

of that is in Loess Hills

ÅLandform/ecotype:
ÅWet, mesic, dry
Å Loess Hills, Missouri Alluvial Plain, Southern 

Iowa Drift Plain

Map source: https://www.iihr.uiowa.edu/igs/landscape-features-of-iowa/

https://www.iihr.uiowa.edu/igs/landscape-features-of-iowa/


LƻǿŀΩǎ [ƻŜǎǎ Iƛƭƭǎ

ÅIowa Scenic Byway - 1998 

ÅNational Scenic Byway 
designation - 2000

Å220+ mile spine & loops

Source: visitloesshills.org

VISITLOESSHILLS.ORG



Special Landscape Areas

Å12 Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) 

ÅάǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
geological features and capture approximately 
ул҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭǎέ

Å>30% of SLA acres are in some form of 
permanent protection

Å5% of landform permanently protected

Å>6,000 ac. private land easements in LH

Source: Loess Hills Alliance Comprehensive Plan, 2011. loesshillsalliance.com



Loess Hills Prairies
Plymouth County
ÅBroken Kettle Grasslands (largest 

remnant) 

ÅFive Ridge Prairie Preserve

ÅHeendahHills State Preserve

ÅMount Talbot Preserve

https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/places-we-protect/broken-kettle-grasslands-preserve/
https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/plymouth/Park/Five-Ridge-Prairie.aspx
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Preserves
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Preserves


Loess Hills Prairies
Woodbury County

ÅStone State Park/Mt. 
Talbot State Preserve

ÅSioux City Prairie

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Destinations/StateParksRecAreas/IowasStateParks/ParkDetails.aspx?ParkID=610117
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/iowa/placesweprotect/sioux-city-prairie.xml


Loess Hills Prairies
Monona County

ÅLoess Hills Wildlife Area

https://www.iowadnr.gov/hunting/places-to-hunt-shoot/wildlife-management-areas


Loess Hills Prairies
Monona County

ÅTurin Wildlife 
Management Area

https://www.iowadnr.gov/hunting/places-to-hunt-shoot/wildlife-management-areas


Loess Hills Prairies
Monona County
ÅLoess Hills State Forest

ÅPreparation Canyon State Park

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Forests/Loess-Hills-State-Forest
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Parks/Iowa-State-Parks/ParkDetails/ParkID/610160/idAdminBoundary/236


Loess Hills Prairies
Harrison County

ÅMurray Hill Scenic Overlook

https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/Harrison/Park/Murray-Hill-Scenic-Overlook.aspx


Loess Hills Prairies
Harrison County

ÅLoess Hills State ForestςLittle Sioux 
Unit

Å.ǊŜƴǘΩǎ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Forests/Loess-Hills-State-Forest
http://www.goldenhillsrcd.org/brentstrail.html

