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Golden Hills Resource Conservation &
Development

AMission: To develop and promote sustainable cultural and
conservation projects that enhance quality of life and preserve
the assets of rural western lowa

Land & Water Qutdoor Recreation Community
Conservation & Tourism Support

Watershed Management, Hungry Loess Hills Missouri River Region, Grant-writing & administration, fiscal
Canyons Alliance, Prairie & Oak Savanna.. ‘WanderLoess, Scenic Byways.. Artist in management & sponsorship, community
SW 1A Food & Farm Initiative (SWIFFD, Residency. SW 1A Art Tour. organizing. & more.
Local Food Guide. & more Biking/Hiking/"Water Trails, Loess Hills

Nature School. Explore Your Watershed
BEvents, Hunting. & more.



“A grassland with few or no trees.

”n

Grassland: Savanna: Woodland: Forest:
<0.5 tree/ha 0.5-47 trees/ha 48-99 trees/ha >99 trees/ha
0.2 trees/ac 0.2-19 trees/ac 20-40 trees/ac >40 trees/ac

Source: Anderson and Anderson 1975

Sourcehttps://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/files/hiddgrage/files/iowas forest ecosystems_color_handout.pdf
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Figure 4.1. Prairie-forest continuum.

Source: Packard Blutel, The Tallgrass Restoration Handbook: For Prairies, Savannas, and Woo


https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/files/hidden-page/files/iowas_forest_ecosystems_color_handout.pdf

Map of Prairie-Dominated Native Ecosystems

Shortgrass Prairie Mixed Prairie Tallgrass Prairie
r——)

Sourcehttps://wildwillpower.org/amazingresourcesfor-homesteaders/nativeanimalswho-needrecovery/prairierestoration



https://wildwillpower.org/amazing-resources-for-homesteaders/native-animals-who-need-recovery/prairie-restoration
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A >300 prairie plant species

A huno_lrgds more _species of Warm-season grasses
fungi, insects, birds,
mammals, reptilesetcX Cool-season grasses .-...60%
Sedges

Forbs, including legumes ”35%
Shrubs _-5%

Sourcehttps://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/files/hiddgrage/files/iowas forest ecosystems_color_handout.pdf



https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/files/hidden-page/files/iowas_forest_ecosystems_color_handout.pdf
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Map of Prairie-Dominated Native Ecosystems

Shortgrass Prairie Mixed Prairie

Tallgrass Prairie

Sourcehttps://wildwillpower.org/amazingresourcesfor-
homesteaders/nativeanimalswho-needrecovery/prairierestoration
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https://wildwillpower.org/amazing-resources-for-homesteaders/native-animals-who-need-recovery/prairie-restoration

) p: : 0 2% Copyright Chris Helzer/The Nature Conservancy
Photo sourcehttps://blog.nature.org/science/2014/02/03/bisomood-cattle-bad-a-prairie-ecologistsperspective/bisorat-the-nature-conservangs-brokenkettle-grasslandsowa-loesshills/



https://blog.nature.org/science/2014/02/03/bison-good-cattle-bad-a-prairie-ecologists-perspective/bison-at-the-nature-conservancys-broken-kettle-grasslands-iowa-loess-hills/

2009 Land Cover

1830s1850s (original land survey)
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Source: https://www.inhf.org/blog/blog/remnanprairie-a-closerlook-at-iowasrarestlandscape/



https://www.inhf.org/blog/blog/remnant-prairie-a-closer-look-at-iowas-rarest-landscape/

Types of prairie

A Remnant, restoration, reconstruction

Arnomv:> 2F L2¢l Qa LI
of that is in Loess Hills

A Landform/ecotype:
A Wet, mesic, dry

A Loess Hills, Missouri Alluvial Plain, Southerr
lowa Drift Plain

e b o e O

Missouri
Alluvial
Plain

Mississippi
Alluvial
Plain

0 40 80 km.
1

Landform Regions of lowa

Map source: https://www.iihr.uiowa.edu/igs/landscageaturesof-iowa/



https://www.iihr.uiowa.edu/igs/landscape-features-of-iowa/
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Alowa Scenic Bywayl998

ANational Scenic Byway
designation- 2000

A 220+ mile spine & loops

VISITLOESSHILLS.ORG

The man part of the Byway, called the spnc, & mankod

on
paved roads, ranging from two anc ou'troqrw:v
o state hgiways and four ne ntorstaies.

Excursion loops and connochions are marked in hoht
biuc. I hoese routes are a mix of graved and paved roads.

B Roads: Whiic taveling the Byway and £2 cxcurmon
routos, you may noboc Sgns noting "B mads off fo the
Soc of the routes. This guie cocs nat drcct soadoers
to uzc any B mads. Those Signs wam Savalers 1o use
those low mantonance sads at thor own rek cape
cially ff they're wet.

Source: visitloesshills.org



Special Landscape Areas

A12 Special Landscape Areas (SLAS)
AGNBSLINSASY (O Of dza i S N&
geologlcal features and capture approximate

yE: 2F 0KS NBYYIYylO L

A>30% of SLA acres are in some form of
permanent protection

A5% of landform permanently protected
A>6,000 ac. private land easements in LH

Source: Loess Hills Alliance Comprehensive Plan, 2011. loesshillsalliance.com
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Loess Hills Prairies
Plymouth County

ABroken Kettle Grasslan@isrgest
remnant)

AFive Ridge Prairie Preserve
AHeendahHills State Preserve
AMount Talbot Preserve



https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/places-we-protect/broken-kettle-grasslands-preserve/
https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/plymouth/Park/Five-Ridge-Prairie.aspx
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Preserves
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Preserves

Loess Hills Prairies
Woodbury County

AStone State Pafkit.
Talbot State Preserve

ASioux City Prairie



http://www.iowadnr.gov/Destinations/StateParksRecAreas/IowasStateParks/ParkDetails.aspx?ParkID=610117
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/iowa/placesweprotect/sioux-city-prairie.xml
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https://www.iowadnr.gov/hunting/places-to-hunt-shoot/wildlife-management-areas

Loess Hills Prairi
Monona County

ATurin Wildlife
Management Area



https://www.iowadnr.gov/hunting/places-to-hunt-shoot/wildlife-management-areas

Loess Hills Prairies
Monona County

AL oess Hills State Forest

APreparation Canyon State Park



https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Forests/Loess-Hills-State-Forest
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Parks/Iowa-State-Parks/ParkDetails/ParkID/610160/idAdminBoundary/236

Loess Hills Prairies
Harrison County

AMurray Hill Scenic Overlook



https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/Harrison/Park/Murray-Hill-Scenic-Overlook.aspx

Loess Hills Prairies
Harrison County
Loess Hills State Foreastittle Sioux
Unit
. NBYi1Qa ¢NI AC



https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Forests/Loess-Hills-State-Forest
http://www.goldenhillsrcd.org/brentstrail.html

